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RTO DISTRICT 24 – Scarborough and East York 

Agenda for the Annual Meeting 

1.  Nominations Report 

The primary function of the Past President is to chair a Nominations Committee which is 
tasked with bringing forward a list of nominees for positions on the District Executive for 
the following year. This year’s committee included Paula Chambers, Annemarie McKee 
and Bill Sparks. 
 
Our Executive consists of 2 sections: The Executive Board, which is elected at the 
Annual Meeting held in May, and the second section which is referred to as the 
Executive which is announced at the Annual Meeting and then appointed by the 
Executive Board at a subsequent meeting. 
 
Nominations for the positions on both sections of the Executive are requested from all 
members by a self-nomination process which is closed on April 30. Normally 
subsequent nominations may be made at the Annual Meeting up to one-half hour after 
the meeting is called to order. Due to COVID, this was changed for this year only. As of 
October 15, 2020, the following have been received by the committee. 
 
The nominees for positions on the Executive Board are: 

Past President   Paula Chambers 

President    Annemarie McKee 

First Vice President   Donna Hubel 

Second Vice President  Vacant 

Treasurer    Gary Fick 

Secretary    Donna Weston 

The nominees for the positions on Executive Standing Committees are: 

Archives     Gloria Wilson Forbes 

Goodwill     Lynne Horvath 

Health / Benefits    Bonnie Clarke 

Membership     Les Coombs 

Recruitment / Brunch   Wendy Hooker 



Communications Newsletter  TBA 

Communications/ E-News/ Webmaster Annemarie McKee 

Political Advocacy / Pension Concerns TBA / Terry Smith 

Social Committee    Susan Watson 

Excursions     Marilyn Tregwin 

Service to Others    Carol Nelson 

The nominees for the positions on District Committees are: 

Book Clubs     Gloria Courtney / Danielle Desmarais 

Bridge      Terry and Dale Smith 

Golf      Les Coombs 

Hava Java     Chris Elliot 

Knitters and Crafters   Chris Elliot 

Nordic Pole Walkers   Paula Chambers 

Travelogue     Gloria Wilson-Forbes 

RWTO Representative   Linda Jarvis 

 

 2.   RTO/ERO District 24, Scarborough and East York 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES: Thursday, May 23, 2019 

The Estates Banquet Hall, 430 Nugget Ave., Scarborough 

1. a) President Paula Chambers called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. and opened 
by welcoming the members and special guests in attendance. She asked those present 
to acknowledge their presence on the lands of the Native Peoples. She then called on 
Past President Bill Sparks, chair of the Nominations Committee, to speak. 
Bill Sparks directed members to the slate of nominees in their handouts, pointing out 
that two positions on the Executive Board, Secretary, and 2nd Vice President, were 
vacant. He advised that nominations from the floor for the 2019-2020 Executive were 
open and would close in 30 minutes. The second phase of the nominations process, the 
appointing of nominees for the positions on the Executive Standing Committees, would 
occur following the Annual Meeting. 
 



Following this announcement, President Paula Chambers continued by inviting 
members to join the executive at their Executive meetings during the year. She then 
introduced today’s guest speaker, Rich Prophet, vice-chair of RTO Provincial Board of 
Directors. She also informed the members that  the following guests were also in 
attendance. 
 
 Carl Sprogis – President of District 22, Etobicoke & York    

 Betty Lou Reynolds – 1st. Vice President, Toronto, District 16 

b) Provincial Executive member, Rich Prophet, was invited to speak. He brought 
greetings from the Provincial Executive and thanked District 24 for the invitation to 
attend its Annual Meeting.  He stated his belief that District 24 was in good hands with a 
hard-working Executive that would be looking after their needs and offering varied 
programs and activities for members. He encouraged members to meet with Provincial 
MPP’s to ask questions and voice concerns in areas such as Pharmacare and National 
and Provincial Seniors Strategies. 
 
2. Reading and Acceptance of the May 24, 2018 Minutes: 

It was moved by Donna Hubel, seconded by Lynne Horvath that the May 24, 2018 
Minutes be accepted. Carried 
 
3. President’s Report:  Paula Chambers highlighted some milestones in her term of 
office – several 50th anniversary events from last year, the updating of the District 24 
Governance document, and changes to the membership of the Executive Committee. In 
particular, she acknowledged the retirement, after 27 years of service, of Donna Hubel 
who has held many positions on the Executive including two years as President. 
Looking forward she shared changes that are occurring at the Provincial level, the most 
important being the rebranding process that has been ongoing this year. RTO is now 
open to all members of the Education sector and a new name is being sought through 
feedback from focus groups to better reflect this change. She finished by saying there 
will be challenges in the upcoming year but she is confident the members of the new 
Executive will be up to the task. 
 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report: District 24 Treasurer Bonnie Clarke stepped down as 
Treasurer mid-term and was replaced by Gary Fick. 
 
It was moved by Gary Fick and seconded by Bonnie Clarke that the Treasurer’s 
Report be received. Carried 
 
 

 
 
 



 



5. Constitution Report: Bill Sparks directed members to the Governance document 
on their tables. As a not-for-profit organization, RTO must comply with Federal laws. To 
bring it into line with the Provincial body and recommendations from other Districts, it 
has been reviewed and changes made. It is necessary for the membership to approve 
the draft document prior to submission to the Provincial body. 
 
It was moved by Bill Sparks and seconded by Gary Fick that the changes to the 
District 24 Governance document be adopted, Carried. 
 
6. Presentation of the File of Reports: Paula Chambers directed members to the 

handout of the reports submitted by the committee chairs and asked for questions or 

comments from members. There were none. Peter Vanderyagt chair of the Political 

Advocacy committee gave an oral report at this time. 

It was moved by Gloria Courtney, seconded by Donna Weston that the File of Reports 
be received. Carried 
 

7. Report of the Nominations Committee: Nomination Chair Bill Sparks gave three 
calls for new nominations from the floor. Since there were no further nominations, the 
following members were acclaimed as the Table Officers for 2019-2020. 
 
Past President   Bill Sparks (automatic) 

President    Paula Chambers 

1st. Vice president  Annemarie McKee 

2nd. Vice President  Vacant 

Treasurer   Gary Fick 

Secretary   Vacant 

Committee Chairs will be appointed by the Table Officers following the AGM. 

8. Incoming President’s Remarks: Paula Chambers thanked the membership of 

District 24 for their endorsement of her position as President and is glad to have an 

experienced Executive to assist her in this role. She presented information on the 

rebranding exercise through a video slide show and directed questions to Rich Prophet.  

After some discussion, the members were asked to vote on two core questions. 

1) Is there a need for a new name/ brand for RTO?  16 in favour, 48 opposed 

2) Is the chosen name appropriate?         none in favour 

Rich Prophet will take this information back to the RTO Board of Directors.  



9.  Questions from Members: Annemarie McKee, as the webmaster, was asked how 
to access certain information on the District 24 website such as the updated 
Governance document. She took the members through the steps required. 
 
10. Announcements: Annemarie McKee announced that the Canadian Federation of 
University Women had their 100th Anniversary recently and at that time 100 women 
were recognized as the most notable women in Canada. A long-time District 24 member 
and former President, Harolyn Panetta, was one of them. She asked that the members 
stand to recognize Harolyn for this honour. 
 
 

11. Adjournment for Luncheon: It was moved by Gary Fick and seconded by Bill 

Sparks that the District 24, 2019, Annual General Meeting be adjourned for lunch 

and entertainment at 11:35 a.m. 

  

 

 

 

Annual Report May 2020 

 

President’s Report 

RTO 24 started the year without a 2nd Vice President and without a secretary.  
Executive members took turns recording minutes until Donna Weston agreed to take on 
the position of Secretary. Thank you, Donna. 
 
We had a full calendar of events planned for the year and all was proceeding well until 
March 2020.  Friday the 13th took on new significance with the declaration of a global 
pandemic due to COVID-19.  At that point, all events were regulated by the Provincial 
Department of Health and events had to be cancelled until further notice.  All trips that 
had been paid for were refunded and all upcoming trips for the Fall of 2020 were 
cancelled and the cheques submitted were either destroyed or returned as per the 
wishes of the member. 
   
Scott Baker had already announced his intention to retire as Newsletter Editor and his 
final issue of Beyond the Blackboard was the Summer Edition of 2020.  Thank you, 
Scott on behalf of all of us in District 24.  We very much appreciate the excellent work 
that you have done for our district.  District 24 is still looking for a candidate who fills the 
job description for editor. 
 



RTO 24 members took part in several Retirement Planning Workshops in the Toronto 
area.  However, with the restrictions on public gatherings, the RPWs are now being 
conducted on-line and registrations have been good.  RTO 24 has submitted a list of our 
clubs and events to inform potential new members about our organization.  A fall 
Welcome to Retirement Brunch was tentatively planned for the Guild Inn on September 
15, 2020. 
 
Members have been informed that we have planned district activities for the fall.  
However, all of this is tentative because it is tied to health regulations and budget 
restrictions.  It may be necessary to cancel any and all activities. Out of necessity, RTO 
24 has adapted to electronic video conferences via Zoom.  With this technology, it has 
been possible for the Executive to continue to meet and for established clubs to log on 
to chat with one another.  We are developing protocols to guide the format of clubs 
booking sessions and conducting Zoom meetings. We are a very fortunate district to be 
blessed with such an abundance of talented members. 
 
RTOERO is now a National organization with Districts in The Maritimes, Quebec, The 
Prairies as well as those in British Columbia and Ontario.  All of the members were 
employed in Ontario during their careers and some have chosen to move to other parts 
of the country in retirement.  Now that we have country-wide districts, members can 
remain in contact with colleagues and with the larger organization.  As the largest group 
representing retired education workers, we have considerable influence in approaching 
different levels of government to express concerns affecting all seniors.  Our 
organization has been invited to Ottawa to present to Parliament and to Queen’s Park to 
address the MPPs. 
 
My past two years as your President have rewarded me with a wonderful opportunity to 
serve you and to meet some truly remarkable people who have become life-long 
friends. 
 
I offer my assistance to our incoming President and will support RTO 24 in any way that 
I can in the future. 
 
Respectfully submitted  by Paula Chambers, President, RTO 24 
 

Vice-President`s Report 

This became a challenging year for all of us on the Executive. The Chairs of the 
Committees have worked hard for our members to provide a variety of activities. I 
attended National Conferences with the President and participated in the Four Districts 
meetings. Paula and I have been collaborating almost daily to keep our members 
informed of changes during the emergence of COVID-19. As Vice President, I liaisoned 
continuously with the President on matters pertaining to members such as coordinating 
messaging on Facebook and through E-Blasts to head office. 
 
Respect submitted by Annemarie McKee 



COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 
 

AWARDS COMMITTEE 
 

As the Chair, I presented the names (submitted by members) of possible recipients of 
the District 24 Award to the Executive for consideration and approval. The criteria were 
published in E-News and Newsletters. Collaborating with the President, we designed, 
purchased, and ordered the trophies. Trophy presentations were made at the Fall 
District 24 luncheon to Marilyn Hodge and Bob Cook. 
 

I attended the Ontario Volunteer Award presentations for 2019. Ontario Volunteer 
Service Awards were presented to Gary Fick, Marilyn Tregwin, Gloria Courtney, Bonnie 
Clarke, and Annemarie McKee for their service to RTO District 24. I completed the 
online form for the Ontario Volunteer Awards and submitted names for the presentation 
of the Trillium Awards of 2020. Due to COVID-19 guidelines, we are hoping that the 
nominees for 2020 will receive their certificates and pins sometime in the future. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Annemarie McKee, Awards Chair 

 

BOOK CLUBS 
 
Book Club A – co-chairs Gloria Courtney, June Bourdon, Bonnie Clarke 
 
Because of COVID-19 we have not had a “real” in person meeting since February 2020 
but we are still functioning as a Book Club through Zoom. We finished last season on 
Zoom and continue in the same format until restrictions are lifted.  
 
We have a diverse reading list for 2020-21 and will share our critiques remotely but, for 
those who wish not to participate through the internet, reports will be sent via e-mail. 
Although we are prisoners of COVID, we remain undaunted and will carry on. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Gloria Courtney 
 
 
Book Clubs B and C – co-chairs, Danielle Desmarais and Connie Macdonald 

Book Club B members met on the first Thursday of the month at the Ellesmere 
Community Centre, 20 Canadian Road in Toronto. Meetings are usually conducted from 
1:15 to 3:30 pm. The Book Club B counts 23 active members. 
 
Book Club C members met on the last Thursday of the month also at the Ellesmere 
Community Centre, 20 Canadian Road in Toronto. Meetings are usually conducted from 
1:15 to 3:30 pm. The Book Club C counts 16 active members. 
 



Members of both book clubs have enjoyed the following books (at a different time of the 
year): Nine Perfect Strangers, Educated, A Spark of Light, Washington Black, Before 
We Were Your, All We Leave Behind, Becoming, The Home for Unwanted Girls and The 
Spy and The Traitor.   
 
Each month 2 members took turns in introducing the author, presenting a bit of history 
and leading engaging discussions. Questions were prepared by the leaders, sent to all 
members a few days before the meeting and everyone came prepared for lively 
discussions. It is always rewarding to see everyone so involved in our discussions. 
Many bring varied perspectives on hard topics and every opinion is welcomed.  Not all 
books would be recommended to friends but all made us think about topics not often 
discussed.  Unfortunately, not all books on this year’s list were discussed by both 
groups. 
 
Not only are our members avid readers and critical thinkers but they also provide 
delicious treats for our meetings. We also want to thank RTO District 24 for providing 
the tea/coffee for each of our session – it is really appreciated. The 2020-2021 book list 
has been completed for Club B and Club C will complete their selection in the Fall. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Danielle Desmarais 
 

 
BREAKFAST FOR KIDS GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 
 
The annual Tournament was held on September 10, 2019 with 75 members and guests 
participating. The tournament raised $7000 which was distributed to nutrition programs 
in the former Scarborough and East York Boards of Education .The planned 2020 
Tournament was cancelled 
 
Respectfully submitted by Les Coombs, Committee chair. 

 
BRIDGE CLUB REPORT 

 

The District 24 bridge group continued to play at Ellesmere Community Centre, 20 
Canadian Rd., opposite Costco, with lots of fun bridge, on Tuesdays from 12:30-3:30. 
We are appreciative of the support of our District 24 to finance our supplies and 
continue to enjoy the bidding boxes that were purchased.  
 
Thanks to our players who come early to set up, and those who help to clean up or 
organize all those scores for us at the end of each day.  At Christmas and usually, just 
before our summer break we have a pot luck luncheon, a true feast. This year bridge 
stopped in March, due to the closure of the community centres for COVID-19. 
 



This group was initiated by Gord Reid approximately 15 years ago; in the old days, we 
had 3-4 tables.  We now have about 10-12 tables each Tuesday, with some members 
who have been coming since our inception, those who have been coming for “a while”, 
and newcomers.  Lots of our players pitch in to make it run smoothly; we have a great 
team.   
 
Any players with a working knowledge of the game are welcome when we are able to 
resume – it will be announced in the District 24 E-News. You can come with a partner or 
not, every week or when you can.  If you do not know how to play bridge, and learning 
to play is on your retirement bucket list, suggestions for lessons can be made so you 
can join us soon.  Any further information can be obtained by contacting Terry or Dale 
Smith at chooch120@hotmail.com or 416 438-0430. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Terry and Dale Smith 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON REPORT 

A very successful and enjoyable Luncheon took place at the Scarboro Golf and Country 
Club on Wednesday, December 4, 2019. 168 Guests attended. The planned 2020 
Luncheon has been cancelled. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Les Coombs 

 

E-NEWS/WEBMASTER REPORT 

The E-News is now sent out as an E-Blast by the Provincial Office. If you have changed 
your e-mail address, please contact them. E-News is uploaded to our website at the 
beginning of February, March, April, June, September, November, and December. 
Website:  https://district24.rto-ero.org   

What can you access on our website? 

• Your Executive 

• Publications – every issue of Beyond the Blackboard is posted to the website 
as well as the most recent E-News 

• Activities - use this to print out your coupons for upcoming events 

• The Provincial website links 

• Provincial Members Centre link 

• Calendar – with upcoming events/meetings posted 

• Retirement Workshops 

• Photos of Events through Flickr 
 

Respectfully submitted by Annemarie McKee, Webmaster 

mailto:chooch120@hotmail.com
https://district24.rto-ero.org/


EXCURSIONS REPORT 

The 2019/20 Excursions Committee members (facilitators) were Paula Chambers, Ron 
Foster, Allan MacArthur, Hazel Quan, and Marilyn Tregwin. 
 
In creating the program of events for this year, effort was made to offer a wide variety of 
coach trips, including theatrical productions, historical and educational tours, boat trips, 
and a winery tour. In addition, attention to price, excellent centre orchestra seating, top 
tier restaurants for lunch, and proximity for a day trip were considered. With these 
criteria in mind, member suggestions for next year’s program of events are welcome via 
email. 
 
Eight excursions were arranged for the enjoyment of our members and their guests. 
Unfortunately, those who registered for our trip to see Annie at the Drayton Theatre in 
June 2019 were notified of its cancellation due to an insufficient number of participants. 
Conversely, Stratford’s production of Billy Elliot, the Musical sold out well before our 
published deadline disappointing some of our ‘regulars’. Early registration for our 
activities is recommended: your early bookings are crucial to keep our planned events 
alive, to avoid disappointment, and avoid deposit losses. 
 
As you are well aware, our world has been radically altered by the devastating COVID-
19 pandemic. The necessary social distancing prohibited group gatherings from early 
March 2020, and from the perspective of our District 24 excursions, it ended our 
scheduled Program. It forced the closure of the theatres, restaurants, galleries, 
museums, and historical venues we planned to experience together throughout the 
spring and early summer. When writing this report at the end of April 2020 it was 
unknown if our events planned for the fall would take place. We eagerly look forward to 
the ‘normal’ on many fronts. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Marilyn Tregwin, Excursions Chair 

 

GOODWILL  COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Our Goodwill Committee has had a very challenging year so far, as it has been for 
everyone. District 24 currently has an annual campaign where we attempt to contact all 
members  who are 80 years old and above. With the assistance of volunteer callers, we 
are planning to make over 500 calls. We have already sent out over 150, “Thinking 
About You”, cards to members who live outside the GTA area or those who live in other 
provinces. More will be sent out when they arrive from our provincial office. We have 
had many positive responses to our cards and calls, especially during this time of social 
isolation. 
 



On your behalf, I would like to extend a thank you to this dedicated group of callers, 
without whom this service would not be possible: Sue Ackerman, Wendy Hooker, Gill 
Uddenberg, Donna Hubel, Louise Henderson, Joan Taylor, Lynn Pentz, Helen Sharpe, 
Linda Jarvis, Carol Nelson, Margaret Daw, Gloria Smith, David Caruana, Rosea 
Lonsdale, Mary Klos, Chris Pryde, Judy White, Kathleen Taylor, Karen Bardeau, 
Angelina Chow  and Jeanne McMulkin. 
 
We have also sent out Birthday and Holiday cards to our members 85 and older. If 
anyone knows of one of our members who need a Get-Well card or a Bereavement 
card for a family member who has passed, please call me, Lynne Horvath, at 647-483-
7377 or email me at lynne.horvath58@gmail.com  
 
Respectfully submitted by Lynne Horvath 

 

HAVA JAVA SOCIAL 

This popular monthly event occurs on the last Friday of each month, at Calabria 
Bakery, 1772, Midland Ave., Scarborough from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. District 24 
members and a spouse/guest receive a complimentary coffee and treat to the value of 
$3 on each visit. Many new friendships have been forged and acquaintances renewed. 
Between 30 and 40 members attend each month – some drop in for a quick visit, others 
stay all morning. These socials have been suspended until further notice due to the 
pandemic. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Chris Elliot 

 

HEALTH / BENEFITS  REPORT 

 

As the District 24 Health representative, I try to keep our members informed of a variety 
of ways to handle problems that we as seniors encounter. The advice I give comes from 
a variety of websites. McMaster Optimal Aging is one such site that offers a variety of 
ways to help cope with many ailments that we may suffer from such as diabetes, 
arthritis, and many more. This website offers us ways to cope with our daily lives during 
the COVID-19 pandemic as well. 
    
Cogniciti (Brain Health by Baycrest) suggests ways of boosting the brain's dementia 
resilience such as learning a new language or an instrument and maintaining good 
nutrition. Health Product Info-watch is published by Health Canada which distributes 
information on pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and natural health products. 
 

mailto:lynne.horvath58@gmail.com


I am hoping to reschedule our health seminar sometime in 2021. Many people showed 
an interest in attending the seminar on Medical Cannabis. I will also be attending a 
virtual health workshop in October. 
 
COVID-19-19 has taken over our lives by limiting us to our daily activities. During this 
time, we all need to remember to eat healthy balanced meals, exercise regularly, and 
stay actively engaged while still practicing social distancing. Find a hobby and don't 
forget to reach out to those who live alone. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Bonnie Clarke 
 
 

 
KNITTERS AND CRAFTERS 

 

 
The Knitters and Crafters meet on the first Monday of each month from 10:00 to 12:00 
at Ellesmere Community Centre. The group is small but dedicated and those attending 
receive a free coffee and treat courtesy of District 24. Unfortunately, meetings have 
been suspended due to the pandemic. 
 
Our mandate is to make Twiddlemuffs for Alzheimer and Dementia patients to help 
relieve their stress and anxiety. We have received several letters of appreciation from 
the caregivers of some of the recipients. This year we have made and distributed 
around two hundred twiddlemuffs and some lap blankets. They have mostly gone to 
several retirement homes in the Scarborough and East York communities as well as 
others in the Durham region. The group thanks all the many RTO members who have 
gone out of their way to donate yarn, needles, ribbon, buttons, and other trinkets. All 
these items are shared among the group who put them to good use. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Chris Elliot 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

    
District 24 Membership numbers vary only slightly from month to month. As of 
September 1, 2020, our membership stands at 3085. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Les Coombs 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEWSLETTER EDITOR REPORT 
 
 
Publication Circulation 

Volume 39 Number 1 – Summer 2020 

• Reduced size and mailed in envelop 

• 2945 Hard Copy Subscriptions (2926 - Summer 2019; 2815- Summer 2018) 
• 221 Electronic Subscriptions 

 

Volume 38 Number 3 – Winter 2019/2020 

• 2930 Hard Copy Subscriptions (2893 - Winter 2017/2018; 2815- Winter 
2016/2017) 

• 226 Electronic Subscriptions 
 

Publication Cost – Volume 38 

• $24,821.70* (Includes printings, mailing, and postage) 

• Costs include full colour printing, all editions. 
 

* Approximate cost as we have been receiving additional invoices from Canada Post for 
returned/undeliverable copies. 

 
 

NORDIC POLE WALKING REPORT 
 

The RTO 24 Nordic Pole Walkers have been meeting over 4 years now. We meet every 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. 
 
After the pandemic for Covid-19 was declared in March 2020, our meetings switched to 
Zoom and we have been meeting virtually every week as a way to avoid social isolation. 
This is especially beneficial to our members who live alone. We have had interesting 
discussions about home repairs, what our families are up to, and how society has 
changed due to the pandemic, and how we are adjusting to a new normal. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Paula Chambers, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 



 POLITICAL ADVOCACY REPORT 

 

Without a doubt the emergence of the coronavirus has had a devastating impact on the 
world. It has been a series of sledgehammer like blows to the economy, healthcare, 
education, and our seniors’ population. Even with approximately 3-4 weeks of advance 
warning Canada has had its share of challenges and loss of lives, especially amongst 
our seniors. 
 
For the past many years, RTO/ERO has been strongly advocating for significant 
changes in how we treat and understand the needs of our aging population, especially 
those over 65. Politicians for the most part seemingly didn’t appreciate the special 
needs of this part of our population. For the past two years, our provincial government’s 
position has been to reduce the budget and make significant cuts to funding in particular 
healthcare in long term care homes and wages of their caregivers. 
 
Many of us have seen how the COVID-19 virus has had a deadly impact on our 
hospitals and long-term care homes. Two of the top four nursing homes in Ontario 
which have lost the most lives are found right here in Scarborough – Altamont and 
Seven Oaks. Our neighbour to the east as well – Pickering, has had unimaginable 
losses in lives. 
 
Fortunately, with the increased pressure from the public and seniors’ groups like 
RTO/ERO, and CARP, our governments have not only listened but have taken strong 
action at least for now. Provincially, our premier has temporarily increased minimum 
wages, increased communications with the various healthcare providers, improved our 
testing program, restored the supply of PPEs, increased funding, and provided support 
for more research into infectious diseases and is finally placing more emphasis on the 
healthcare needs of our geriatric population. 
 
More change is still needed and our retiree population is now becoming more politically 
active. We have the time to not only identify problems but provide a number of possible 
solutions. We can easily discuss these potential solutions with our friends and social 
groups to help solidify what could be the best course of action for solving many of these 
challenges. Then, the hardest part of all, contact your local political representative. 
Letters or emails are best as they make sure that the message is read and filed for 
action. Then, follow up a week later with another communication. Don’t let the matter 
rest until you have received a response. 
 
As your local political advocacy representative for the past two years, I have made 
numerous visits to constituency offices, countless calls to our politicians and their staff, 
and given regular reports to our District 24 executive. We as a group have made a 
difference. The politicians are listening and more importantly taking positive action. 
Don’t give up as we can see change is always possible. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Peter Vanderyagt, Chair. 



RECRUITMENT REPORT 

 

RTO D24 Retirement Planning Workshops from Fall 2019 to Spring 2020 

 
For uniformity, the national RTO office now organizes all Retirement Planning 
Workshops (RPWs). This includes the selection of: dates, sites, costs, marketing, 
electronic registration, retirement resources, and electronic evaluation.  Registration and 
retirement resources are free and RTO membership is free for employed education 
registrants until they retire. 
 
RTO has expanded its membership to include programs and services for all members of 
educational communities. It welcomes all education employees including early 
education, private and French schools as well as board teachers, school and board 
administrators, educational support staff, and college and university faculty in 
retirement. It also welcomes members from the educational community who are still 
employed with a free membership until they retire.  This marketing approach hopefully 
will attract more RTO members. Our Toronto RPW Committee Members are volunteers 
from the 4 Toronto Districts. We met five times to assist and review the RPWs. We and 
volunteers from our districts assisted with the November 16, 2019, RPW at the Airport 
Marriott which had 420 pre-registrants with 392 attendees and with the February 8, 
2020 RPW at the Courtyard Marriott with 200 attendees.  Due to COVID-19 the 
Scarborough April 23, 2020 workshop was offered electronically by RTO. Additional 
workshops are TBA. 
 
Co-Chairs Lone Smith and Sheila Tait initiated the November and February workshops 
accompanied by a slide show of Toronto district activities, district map and comparative 
activity display of each Toronto District. 
 
Stephen Wong of the RTO central office was the keynote presenter.  Each registrant 
received the new 2020 Retirement Planning Workshop Booklet, a padfolio and pen, 
copies of District newsletters, a composite flyer about the Toronto RTO districts with a 
summary of the 2020 updated RTO benefit plans. Stephen respectfully advised that 
RTO is a not-for-profit organization initiated in 1968 by educational retirees who 
partnered with various services for the GROUP BENEFIT of its members.  RTO 
selected Johnson to provide specific GROUP INSURANCE COVERAGE (auto, health, 
home, and travel) which RTO reviews annually according to the needs of its aging 
members. 
 
In comparison, RTIP is a for-profit organization which dictates INDIVIDUAL 
INSURANCE COVERAGE.  OTIP provides GROUP coverage for board employees. 
RTIP is the INDIVIDUAL INSURANCE PLAN which potential educational employees 
are most familiar with when they retire. The plans are tiered and the individuals have no 
input into the specific coverage they need. Should an RTIP insured individual wish to 
transfer to RTO, they will have to complete a health assessment from the individual to 
the group plan. 



 
District 24 RPW Committee Members: Bonnie Clarke and Wendy Hooker 

 

RTO District 24 Breakfast Buffet for our New Education Retirees on Wednesday, 

September 25, 2019 

This annual event is a recruitment initiative to attract new members who are retiring 
from their educational communities to District 24 as a segue into their new retirement 
life. Thanks to our members, executive, and committee chairs, we hosted 78 
participants at Bluffers Restaurant.  Every guest received the latest RTO District 24 
newsletter, Beyond the Blackboard, and a welcome package with agenda, a list of 
approaching events and composite chart of executives and chairs with their photos and 
contact information. New members and guests were invited to join our executive, 
committees and advise us, via their surveys, how to expand our marketing strategies for 
the future. 
 
President Paula Chambers officially welcomed everyone and with the assistance of 
Gloria Wilson-Forbes, Marilyn Tregwin, Susan Watson, Chris Elliot, Les Coombs, 
and Danielle Desmarais, they spoke about our various future activities and events. 
During the brunch, volunteers from our executive, committee chairs, and members 
chatted freely with our guests about our other diverse activities and events and provided 
handouts, displays, and sign-up sheets. 
 
Colleen Knox, our Johnson’s Insurance representative, provided a succinct 
presentation about the health and travel services available to members and provided 
door prizes. Kudos: to photographers Scott Baker and Alan Burt and sincere thanks to 
our enthusiastic Welcome Committee: Carmela Benacem, Bonnie Clarke, Danielle 
Desmarais, Pat Mabson, Theresa Oakley, and David Williams. 
 
Our future New Retiree Buffet Breakfast will be at the Guild Inn Estate on Thursday, 
September 17, 2020.   Please encourage your friends who have retired from their 
educational communities this year to attend. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hooker 

SERVICE TO OTHERS REPORT 

This year's recipient of the $3000.00 grant went to the Tony Stacey Centre for Veterans 
Care on Lawson Road, Scarborough. The money was used to sponsor two community 
outings, musical instruments, a Karaoke machine, an iPad, and various technology 
items that are used by the clients. The management attended the District 24 luncheon in 
November and greatly appreciated the grant from RTO. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Carol Nelson, Chair, Service to Others Committee 



SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The 2019 AGM/Luncheon and Fall Luncheon and Craft sale were, once again very 
successful, due in great measure, to the hard work of the social committee. A special 
thanks goes out to Robin Bethke, who, in my absence, did double duty by organizing, 
both the craft sale and the job of the M.C. for the day. Her professionalism and pleasant 
manner were lauded by all. A special thanks, once again, to the team members, ( Allison 
Chase, Robin Bethke, Carmela Guadet, Bev Phelan, Carol Killoran, Wendy Hooker, and 
Nicole Sicotte ), who are so competent and always willing to assist in making the day 
run smoothly. 
 
It was a pleasure to get to know and to officially acknowledge, the District 24, 
members who were able to be present to celebrate their 90th birthday. We sent 
'Happy Birthday' certificates, to those who were unable to attend. We wish them all 
continued good health and contentment in their golden years! 
   
Those RTO members who attended the complete AGM meeting were reimbursed for 
their lunch on the day. Paula Chambers was once again, declared the District 24, 
president for the year and the new " table officers"  were also chosen.   
  
Our Fall Luncheon, which was once again held at the Estate Banquet and Event 
Centre was a wonderful success. Once again, the 'Craft Sale' vendors, brought their 
high-quality crafts for us to purchase, and generously donated  "door prizes"  for our 
added pleasure. 
 
Looking forward to continuing our work together. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Susan Watson, Social Convenor 
 

 

 
TRAVELOGUE REPORT 

 

I am pleased to report that 50 people attended Travelogue 2019 last October. By all 
accounts the food and the presentation were enjoyable. The new screen at the 
Scarboro Golf Club venue showed up the pictures of Morocco and Gibraltar in a 
marvelous way. 
 
We had planned to do a photo journey on Myanmar for Travelogue 2020. However, after 
canvassing a number of the regular attendees, it was decided to cancel this year`s 
event due to the coronavirus. Pleased stay tuned as we plan for Travelogue 2021. 
Please be prepared to join us then and bring a friend. If you have any great pictures 
from your travels and want to share them, please e-mail me at orpahwilson@gmail.com  
or phone me at 416-721-1530. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Gloria Wilson-Forbes 
 

mailto:orpahwilson@gmail.com


TRIVIA CONTEST REPORT 

On October 10, 2019, RTO District 24 held our second Trivia Competition. This time, the 
Olde Stone Cottage Pub was the location. The location was wheelchair accessible and 
it had ample parking because we held our event in the afternoon. We were able to use 
their trivia room which was already set up with sound and video equipment and the 
maximum number of 40 participants quickly filled up. RTO 24 subsidized food and drink 
so that the $10 registration fee covered wings and a ticket for a beverage for each 
person who registered. 
 
Congratulations to Bill Sparks’ team who were winners again this year. Thank you to 
Jerry Chadwick for being our quizmaster and developing the questions. Thank you to 
Gary Fick who assisted with the score keeping. It was a fun time and we are expanding 
the prizes for 2020 to have first second and third place winners. We are scheduled for 
October 15th, 2020. This is with the understanding that we will have to observe Ontario 
Health regulations. Any and all scheduled activities may have to be cancelled if they do 
not meet Health regulation standards for that date. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Paula Chambers. 

 

 

 
 


