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              ~ presentation of RTO cheque to Patty Wegrzyn 

                 (centre) for her programme, "Yummy Tummys",  

            our STO Project for 2013             ~presentation of Blue Jays  

                     tickets from our printer for our 

                                       Golf Tournament silent auction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Judy-Anne's final Luncheon as 

District 24's Social Convener Table Officers (l-r): Wendy Hooker, Bonnie Clarke, 

    George Denny, Donna Hubel, Peter Vanderyagt 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 More on our AGM on page 4.                                         "Inside this issue" is on page 2. 
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FIDDLER ON THE ROOF – Traditions 
 

The May 8 trip to Stratford was memorable on a number 
of counts: a delicious lunch at Keystone Alley topped with 
a huge meringue dessert that astonished newcomers and 
reassured the veterans, a staging of Fiddler on the Roof 
that featured an ever-present fiddler, wonderful voices 
(both individual and choral), Donna Feore's intricate 
choreography, Allen Moyer's creative sets and Dana 
Osborne's costumes both inspired by the Russian artist, 
Marc Chagall, and a timeless story of changing traditions 
based on Sholem Aleichem’s book. On the bus trip home, 
Hal McCullough treated us to non-stop chocolate offerings 
topped off with home-baked peanut butter and chocolate 
squares prepared by Judy-Anne Tumber (worth the price 
of admission). 
 

A foot-stomping Scott Wentworth in the role of Tevye 
opened the musical and he was soon surrounded by the 
whole village of Anatevka in a rousing rendition of 
Tradition. The well-known story of the disintegration of 
his family of wife, five daughters and his village in the 
pogroms of Czarist Russia is poignantly portrayed by a 
talented cast. We were captivated by an amazing "dream 
scene" which Tevye conjures up to convince his wife, 
Golde (Kate Henning), that their oldest daughter should 
marry a poor tailor rather than the wealthy butcher to 
whom she was betrothed. The "Bottle Dance" held us 
spellbound as we watched four talented dancers perform 
their intricate manoeuvres with a bottle balanced on each 
of their hats.   
 

The story ends as it began with Tevye at the centre of the 
drama as the entire village is forced to disband and 
disperse - an unhappy tradition of Russian Jews. The 
audience showed its appreciation by a well-deserved 
standing ovation. This is a production, not to be missed. 

24 

~ Ken Drope 

 

 Pacific Western 

bus with Keystone 

     Alley restaurant 

     reflected in its  

     windows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     facilitator: Hal McCullough 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~our driver 
 
 
 
 

~ our driver 
 

~ additional photos on our website 

 
TRAVELOGUE AND LUNCHEON 

 

The Travelogue began with lots of 
greetings and talking with old and new 
friends. Anne Ellis-Taylor has held these 
travelogues for 26 years — first at the 
Guild Inn, then Sisters Restaurant and for 
the last two years at the Scarboro Golf 
and Country Club. Anne had so many 
requests this year that she had a waiting 
list. She arranged a delightful sit-down 
luncheon, which everyone enjoyed.   
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Next Anne was honoured for the volunteer time she has 
given to RTO District 24. On April 3, 2013, the Ontario 
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration gave Volunteer 
Awards to recognize volunteers for their long-term 
commitment to various organizations. As Anne was unable 
to attend, 1st Vice-President, Donna Hubel, presented her 
with her 25-year pin and certificate for the wonderful 
work that she has done for District 24 as the Travelogue 
Chairperson and as a Member-at-Large. Thank you, Anne, 
for all your dedication and hard work. 
 

Anne Ellis-Taylor arranged to have Edwin Terrin take RTO 
members on a wonderful visual presentation of Germany 
by showing his slides. He and his wife Laura travelled to 
the Southern, Eastern and Northern parts of Germany.  
What a wonderful time we had with them on this journey!  
Ed and Laura have travelled to every continent but 
Antarctica. He has a fund of 'travel' knowledge and made 
us feel as if we wanted to leap on the next plane and see 
the sites of Germany. Thank you Edwin.  24 

~ Donna Hubel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Donna presenting Anne-Marie (l) with her 25-year volunteer pin 
 
 

BRIDGE CLUB 
 

By the time you read this, the bridge group for District 24 
will have adjourned for the summer — the last date we 
played was June 18. This year we welcomed new 
members, and enjoyed cards and friendship. It is a group 
where everyone pitches in and helps with set-up and 
clean-up in some form or another; but Brian Dorward 
particularly tries to have everything ready for us each 
Tuesday. On our last day, as is our custom, we played 
bridge and we had a yummy pot luck lunch, and 
announced the winners of our cumulative scores for the 
past 11 weeks.  
 

In the fall, our beginning session will be TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 3, starting at 12:30PM (the first day of school — 
how sweet is that!). We play at Ellesmere Community 
Centre, 20 Canadian Rd., and new members are always 
welcome! No partner is needed, just a working knowledge 
of the game. If you need information, or if you would like 
to know about some friendly lessons so that you can join 
us in the future, contact Dale or Terry Smith at: 
416.438.0430 or Brian Dorward at: 416.291.1514.          

The permits for our room in the community centre are 
not addressed until the middle of the summer, so if you 
are new and plan to join us in September, please give one 
of these people a call to confirm the starting date and 
time.  24 
 

  Wayne was talking to a doctor about his bridge 
partner. "Doctor, I think my bridge partner is deaf 
because she never hears my bid and I always have to 
repeat things." 
"Well," the doctor replied, "the next time you play, say 
the bid normally. If she doesn't reply, say it louder and 
louder. Keep doing this so that we'll get an idea about the 
severity of her deafness." 
Sure enough, the next time they played Bridge, he did 
exactly as instructed. He started off saying "One Spade".  
He heard no response. He said it louder "ONE SPADE". Still 
no reply. And again "ONE SPADE!" He got fed up and 
screamed at the top of his voice, "SHERYL! I’M BIDDING 
ONE SPADE"!  
Sheryl picked up a pen and wrote down, "For the fourth 
time, 'One No Trump'".   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reintarnation: Coming back to life as a hillbilly. 

 When chemists die, they barium. 

 War does not determine who is right — only who is left. 
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AGM/SPRING LUNCHEON – Thursday, May 23, 2013 
 

 In attendance this year were 180 members and guests. 
 We elected our Table Officers for 2013-2014, passed our Constitution (we're now good for another 5 years), and had 

Committee Chair reports, as well as reports from our Presidents. For 2013-14, we have a full slate of Table Officers! 
 We had a terrific meal – QSSIS-style! 
 We welcomed several visitors and guests: Leo Normandeau, Provincial RTO/ERO President; Maureen Capotosto, 

Past-President of D23 (North York); Sheila Tait, 1st Vice-President of D22 (Etobicoke and York); and Roy Harvey, 
President of D16 (Toronto). Also on hand was Liz Gjerek, representing Harmony Printing and Patty Wegrzyn, 
founder of "Yummy Tummys" – the recipient of a provincial RTO Service To Others grant of $3000.00 

 To top it off, we were royally entertained with wonderful vocals by the Dukes of Harmony (below left)!! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

           SEPTEMBER 10, 2013  
           9:00 AM      

        RETIRED TEACHER OF ONTARIO    SHOTGUN START   
                  DISTRICT 24, SCARBOROUGH AND EAST YORK 
 Join colleagues, spouses and friends at     16th ANNUAL 

District 24's 16th Annual Tournament.     BREAKFAST FOR KIDS 
 A Scramble Format will be used.     GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 You are encouraged to bring your own foursome,  

but individuals are most welcome! 
 Proceeds will be donated to Breakfast for Kids Programmes. 

 
 Playing at:  Mill Run Highland Executive Course 
 Location:  Siloam (8 km west of Uxbridge on Durham 8):  1.800.465.8633 

 

Don't Delay!  Register Today!  Contact: 
   Lothar Maier, 219 Goldhawk Trail, Scarborough, ON   M1V 1X4 
   416.298.4996 
   lothar.maier@yahoo.ca 
 
COST: only $85.00… includes green fees, power cart, lunch and prizes. Send your 

cheque to Lothar (address above), made payable to:  RTO – District 24 after 
you have registered by phone or e-mail. 

DEADLINE:  Friday, August 30, 2013 
EQUIPMENT: Bring your own, or rent at the Pro Shop 
 

 Please remember to register for our Golf Tournament before leaving for your vacation! 
This is a perfect opportunity to support this wonderful District 24 charity event, socialize with friends 
and have a great time! I look forward to hearing from you!  
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HEALTH REPORT 
 

Hello again!  
 

While we retirees are hopefully enjoying 
some wonderful summer weather, now is the 
time to flip ahead on your calendars and 
reserve an autumn date. Read on. Have you 
planned for successful aging as thoughtfully 
as you planned for retirement? Have you 
personally, or on behalf of your aging 

parents, had experience with navigating the healthcare 
system? How was that experience? We are living longer; 
but are we living better? A key challenge for us non-
healthcare professionals is how to navigate the 
healthcare system, for both our aging parents and for 
ourselves. It is important that we "Boomers" and "Junior 
Seniors" be mobilized because of the size of our 
demographic. We have a large voice and can’t expect 
the government to look after us when we get older.  
 

District 24 is excited to make available to you another 
informative Health Seminar on October 10! Entitled THE 

GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY OF HEALTH CARE IN ONTARIO, 
this engaging and interactive presentation is about being 
educated and prepared to be a person getting older, 
with some thoughts about aging well. It promises to be of 
interest to all our younger and older members alike. 
 

We are privileged to have Barbara Burnett, BScN, as our 
speaker. Barbara is the Executive Director with Seniors 
For Seniors™. She is a degreed, postgraduate nurse with 
37 years experience in the healthcare industry. Barbara 
is the VP of the Board of the Toronto Council of Aging, a 
member of the Gerontological Nursing Association of 
Canada, a member of the Canadian Association on 
Gerontology and a core member of the Mississauga/ 
Halton LHIN Falls Prevention Steering Committee. Very 
active in the eldercare community across the GTA, 
Barbara is passionate about the provision of quality 
senior centred care for persons getting older. On page 9 
you will find registration information for this engaging 
and interactive presentation. Injected with humour, 
Barbara will discuss the business of aging, "the good, the 
bad and the ugly" of eldercare in Ontario and why we 
need to get active now. Mark the date on your calendars 
and register now, as our contracted capacity at 
Agincourt Community Center (which has ample parking 
and an elevator to the upstairs meeting room) is 
restricted. 
 

Those of you who read our monthly         
E-NEWS in May received the latest facts, 
figures and tips about Speech and Hearing. 
The following is some information on oral 
care taken from the Health Canada 
website: www.hc-sc.ga.ca. But before 
you read on, try rating your "Dental IQ" on 

the website: www.oda.on.ca (Your Oral Health.ca) 
Today, seniors can expect to keep most, if not all their 
own teeth. This makes it especially important to 
maintain regular oral hygiene habits and visits to a 

dental professional. As one ages, you can expect to make 
a few small changes in the way you clean your teeth and 
mouth. If it becomes difficult to hold a toothbrush or to 
floss, talk to your dental professional about finding an 
alternative that will work for you. There are 
modifications that can be done to make brushing easier 
for you. If you have one or more of your natural teeth, 
then you still have a chance to develop 
a cavity. Seniors are more likely to have 
cavities develop around the root of the 
tooth. It is important to maintain a 
regular schedule of daily brushing and 
flossing throughout your lifetime. 
 

Dry mouth, or xerostomia, occurs when the glands that 
produce saliva stop working due to disease, medications 
or cancer treatment. This lower level of saliva or lack 
thereof can increase the potential of developing cavities, 
because saliva is a natural cleanser in the mouth which 
helps to wash away bacteria from your teeth.  

 

The health of your gums, teeth and 
mouth are very important to your 
overall health. There is definitive 
research which shows the connection 
between poor oral health and 
systemic disease such as diabetes in 
people of all ages and respiratory 

diseases, particularly among elderly people. New 
research is pointing to possible connections between oral 
health and other systemic conditions such as heart 
disease and premature, low birth weight babies. 
Although researchers are still learning about the links 
between oral health and general health, oral disease 
itself can cause pain, tooth loss and bad breath. 
 

Oral cancer is any abnormal growth and spread of cells 
occurring in the mouth cavity including the salivary 
glands, tonsils and the back of the throat. 
 

QUICK FACTS: 
 

 In Canada, oral cancer is the 13th most common cancer 
(of the 23 reported cancers). 

 In 2009, the number of new cases and death due to 
oral cancer was predicted to be almost three times 
higher than that of cervical cancer and almost double 
the rates of liver cancer. Oral cancers were also 
predicted to have higher numbers of new cases and 
deaths in 2009 than stomach, brain and ovary cancers. 

 The five year survival rate for oral cancer is 63% 
compared to the survival rates of cervical cancer 
(75%), melanoma cancers (89%), and prostate cancer 
(95%). 

 People over the age of 40 have a higher risk of 
developing oral cancer. (Oral cancer can occur at any 
age, but the incidence increases sharply over 40.) 
Individuals that are over the age of 60 have the 
highest incidence of oral cancer. 

 Risk factors in addition to age are smoking, alcohol 
consumption, gender (men have a two to one ratio of  

http://www.hc-sc.ga.ca/
http://www.oda.on.ca/
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incidence of oral cancer than women), a diet low in 
fruits and vegetables, and sun exposure. Prevention and 
early detection (have regular oral cancer screening done 
by a dental and/or health professional) are key. For 
more information, visit the Canadian Cancer Society 
web site: www.cancer.ca.  24 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATES 
 

Do you have concerns about Health Products, Food, 
Consumer Products and Vehicles? Visit 
www.healthycanadians.gc.ca. You will find the most 
immediate information available on everything from 
product recalls and allergy alerts to disease-related 
advisories. By signing up for any or all of the health and 
safety-related updates on this government website you 

will receive the latest news 
delivered straight to your inbox.   
I thought I'd bring this May 16 
notice to your attention since the 
medicine referred to is a 
commonly prescribed antibiotic: 
"Pfizer Canada Inc., in 
collaboration with Health Canada, 

would like to inform you of revisions to the Product 
Monographs for ZITHROMAX and ZMAX SR (azithromycin) 
regarding the risk of potentially fatal cardiac 
arrhythmias. A small absolute increase in the risk of 
cardiovascular deaths was observed in patients taking 
azithromycin as compared to those who took no 
antibiotics and those who took amoxicillin in a recent 
study by Ray et al. This risk mainly affected patients who 
were at a higher baseline risk for cardiovascular events. 
Pfizer completed a review of all relevant available data, 
and has decided to update the Precautions section of the 
ZITHROMAX and ZMAX SR product monographs to include 
additional instructions."  24 

~ Marilyn Tregwin, District Health Rep 
 
 

SIGN UP FOR OUR E-NEWS 
 

It's roughly 4 months between 
newsletters. A lot can happen in 
that time. Keep informed! Keep 
yourself up-to date with what's 
happening in District 24! It's easy 
to do — just sign up to get our   
E-NEWS. 
 

Would you like to contribute to 
our E-NEWS? Share a line to let 

our readers know what you are doing? Maybe write an 
article that may be of interest to your retired 
colleagues? Provide us with pictures to share perhaps? 
 

We currently have 650 members (almost 25% of our 
membership) receiving our E-NEWS! If you have friends 
who have just retired or who taught in the legacy boards 
of Scarborough or East York that do not currently receive 

our E-NEWS, please encourage them to do so. 
Remember, all retired educational support workers may 
join RTO and receive our E-NEWS.  
 

All you have to do is send me your name and your e-mail 
address, with a short line saying you would like to get 
our E-NEWS. That's all there is to it!! It really is that 
simple. 
 

My e-mail address is: amckee.rto@gmail.com.  24 
~ Annemarie McKee, D24 Communications (Webmaster) 

 
 

FROM YOUR EDITOR 
 

At our AGM this year, I submitted an 
extensive report on the Newsletter. 
Portions of it are presented here for 
those who were unable to attend. 
 

 We continue to send copies of 
our Spring and Fall newsletter to the 
schools in the former Scarborough 
and East York. 

 Please… let Dianne Vezeau at the Spadina Road office 
know if your address changes. Undeliverable 
newsletters cost us a great deal of money. Dianne's 
information can be found on page 8. 

 Liz Gjerek from Harmony Printing was on hand to 
present Lothar Maier, Chair of our Breakfast for Kids 
Golf Tournament, a pair of Blue Jays tickets for the 
silent auction table. (This year's game is against 
Baltimore!) 

 We're always looking for items for our newsletter.  If 
you have something you would like to contribute (in 
the form of written articles - prose or poetry, photos, 
something of interest to fellow retirées), please send 
them to me:  hal@powergate.ca. Please use the 
subject: RTO-Newsletter Item. Photos should always 
be sent as they come from your camera – please do 
not reduce the photo's resolution for easier e-mailing. 
Printing requires the highest resolution possible. 

 And my favourite topic… Signing up to 
get the newsletter on-line instead of 
getting the paper copy! For all those 
who have already opted to go this 
route, a big thank you. We are now 
over 250 and rising! But we still have a 
long way to go — those who have 
signed up only represent about 9% of our membership. 
Every time someone opts for the on-line version 
(which is always in full colour!), it saves the District 
about $7.50 a year. That may not sound like much, 
but that is almost $1900 – monies we could spend on 
other activities within our District. To sign up to get 
the newsletter on-line simply send me your name, 
address and phone number, with a quick line to say 
you'd like to read it on-line, to: hal@powergate.ca.  

 

I hope everyone enjoys their summer to the fullest!!  24 

~Hal McCullough, D24 Communications (Newsletter) 

http://www.cancer.ca/Canada-wide.aspx?sc_lang=en
http://www.cancer.ca/
http://www.healthycanadians.gc.ca/
mailto:amckee.rto@gmail.com
mailto:hal@powergate.ca
mailto:hal@powergate.ca
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

We have been enjoying some unusual 
spring weather for well over a month as 
the weather has bounced back and forth 
between warm and cool – with heavy rains 
never very far away! I'm sure we are all 
looking forward to more consistent 
weather as the heat and humidity of an 

Ontario summer arrive. 
 

I attended a Presidents' workshop at the end of April. 
Some highlights were a talk on the Ontario government's 
position on seniors: a talk on the importance of the 
RTO/ERO Foundation (comparing this Chair of Geriatric 
research to the early research done on the causes of 
polio); and an important document on travel-related 
protocol. 
 

The Spring Senate was held from May 13 to 15. I attended 
as a Senator from D24, as did 1st VP Donna Hubel. D24 also 
sent two observers, our treasurer, Bonnie Clarke, and our 
new 2nd VP, Peter Vanderyagt. Some highlights: 
 

 D24: 4th place in 2012 percentage standings for                  
recruitment: 1.3% 

 D24: 5th place in 2012 recruitment numbers: 195 
 We have a very strong pension plan (defined        

benefit) with $2.1B growth (13%). OTPP is #1                
in the world with respect to returns and service.   

 A motion to consider granting scholarships to  
candidates in health-related courses and trades 

 

Our AGM and spring luncheon was held on May 23 at QSSIS. 
Special guests attending included Leo Normandeau, 
President of RTO/ERO, who brought greetings from 
provincial office. Leo made three points which he outlined 
in his acceptance speech when he assumed the role of 
RTO/ERO provincial president. The three goals on which 
Leo would concentrate during his tenure were: highlighting 
the availability and relevance of the RTO/ERO insurance 
plan to the Ministry of Education as an alternative plan for 
retiring educational workers; the importance of the 
membership continuing (or beginning) to donate to the 
charitable foundation; and working with the executive to 
determine criteria for the job description of the RTO/ERO 
Executive Director's position in anticipation of the current 
Director, Harold Brathwaite, retiring in 2015.  
 

Other guests attending the AGM and luncheon were Sheila 
Tait, D22, Roy Harvey, D16, Maureen Capotosto, D23; Pat 
Westcott and Patty Wegrzyn, who were presented with the 
2013 STO Grant; and Liz Gjerek, representing Harmony, 
our printer. The membership elected the Table Officers: 
PRESIDENT: George Denny  1ST

 VICE: Donna Hubel  
2ND

 VICE: Peter Vanderyagt  SECRETARY: Wendy Hooker 
TREASURER: Bonnie Clarke 
 

1 

The position of Social Chair, vacated by Judy-Anne 
Tumber, will be filled by Susan Watson. Presentations 
were made to Lothar Maier, Patty Wegrzyn, and Judy-Anne 
Tumber, and the staff at QSSIS were thanked and 
congratulated for another fine and delicious lunch and a 

welcoming venue for our meetings. Many people 
commented on the fact that it is so nice to reconnect with 
former colleagues. We hope to see everyone at the fall 
lunch on October 24th. 
 

I am pleased to announce that D24 has 
once again been awarded STO money 
for our 2013 submission. We were 
awarded the amount of $3000.00 to go 
towards a breakfast programme called 
"Yummy Tummys". This programme, in its third year of 
operation, serves youngsters 12 and under in two side-by-
side Toronto Community Housing Corporation (TCHC) 
buildings in an area known as KGO — Kingston, Galloway, 
Orton Park, in the former City of Scarborough. 
 

There is always a hot dish offered at breakfast, and all 
food groups are addressed. Serving sizes are geared to the 
younger children, but those with bigger appetites may 
have seconds. Youngsters leave well-fuelled for a day of 
school, and often have a snack with them for recess. 
Teachers note that happier children are more able to stay 
on task and there is greater harmony amongst the 
students.  
 

Breakfast on school days throughout the year for 30-70 
children a day is the main goal of the programme, but 
collateral benefits have occurred. The youngsters and 
their parents have made new friendships. Patty 
acknowledges all holidays and the Holy days of all 
religions, so there is an extension of knowledge and a 
growth in appreciating others. In addition, on every other 
Friday an Arts and Crafts session is run after school. One 
amazing benefit is the fact that in not quite three years of 
operation, 15 of the volunteers in the programme have 
found employment. 
 

Patty, initiator and programme manager, conceived the 
idea about five years ago after hearing women discussing 
the problems of getting their children to an existing 
programme across the street – four lanes of traffic, in 
between two traffic lights. That programme has since 
moved further away, across another major artery. With 
the assistance of individuals at the East Scarborough 
Storefront Project, Patty dealt with numerous 
organizations including TCHC, building management, and 
The Board of Health, until the programme finally got 
underway. 
 

Adults bringing youngsters to the breakfast programme 
have developed contacts and friendships. At least 15 
family units have benefitted financially through the fact 
that their preparation for, and volunteering in, this 
programme has led to employment. The rise in self-esteem 
and self-assurance should be acknowledged as a positive 
outcome. This is a community in a very marginalized area. 
Any success acts as an incentive and tonic to others.  
Congratulations to D24 and to Yummy Tummys! My thanks 
go out to Pat Westcott who deserves credit for co-
ordinating the application form for the STO grant. 
 

Have a great summer!  24 
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GOODWILL (CARDS) 
 

The following 
members have 
celebrated a 
special birthday 
between January 
and June 2013. 

  
9900TTHH

  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAANNTTSS::  
IISSIIDDRROO  GGAARRCCIIAA      MMAARRGGAARREETT  GGRRAAHHAAMM  
BBEETTTTEE  HHAANNMMEERR      RROOYY  HHOORRNNEEYY  
EELLFFRRIIDDEE  HHUUEETTTTNNEERR    MMAARRJJOORRIIEE  MMCCGGIINNTTYY  
CCRRAAIIGG  LLOOUUGGHHEEEEDD    JJEEAANN  MMUURRDDOOCCKK  
RRIICCHHAARRDD  PPAAVVEELLIINNGG    AALLEEXXAANNDDRRAA  PPEETTTTUUSS  
IISSAABBEELL  RREEIIDD        
EELLEEAANNOORR  RRIICCHHAARRDDSS  
AALLLLAANN  RROOSSSS  
  

110000TTHH
  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAANNTTSS::    

BBEERRTTHHAA  TTUUCCKKWWEELLLL  
  

110011SSTT
  
  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAANNTTSS::  

HHEELLEENN  BBAANNDDEEYY    DDOORROOTTHHYY  SSLLAACCKK  
 

Each of the above celebrants has received a special 
birthday card indicating that a donation to Breakfast for 
Kids has been given in his or her name.  24 

~ Marilyn Hodge 

Goodwill (Cards) 
 

GOODWILL (CARDS) REPORT 
 

When I am notified, Get Well, Thinking of You or Sympathy 
cards are sent to members or their families. Since January 
2013, 25 sympathy cards and 5 Thinking of You cards have 
been sent out.  
 

If you know of anyone who should receive a Get Well or 
Thinking of You card or the family of a District 24 member 
who should receive a Sympathy card, please let me know.  
It is always better to send out a card as soon as possible 
after the death of a member, as sometimes it is several 
months before Dianne Vezeau hears of a member's death.    
 

Thanks are extended to those of you who always let me 
know of any member who needs a card.  24 

~ Marilyn Hodge 

Goodwill (Cards) 

416.284.9984 

e-mail: mjhodge@sympatico.ca 

Use the subject: RTO Goodwill 

 

If you would like more information or details of how 
our Gold fundraiser works, please call or e-mail 
Marilyn (info above)  OR  contact Jennifer McBride by 
e-mail at:  JennMcBride@gogoldrefinery.com 

DISTRICT 24 FUNDRAISER FOR THE 
RTO/ERO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

 

In order to raise funds for the RTO/ERO 
Charitable Foundation to sponsor a Chair 
in Geriatric Medicine at the University of 
Toronto, District 24 decided to host our 
third Gold Event Fundraiser at the 2013 
May AGM/Luncheon. 
 

The two previous gold fundraisers raised a total of $1835 
for the Foundation and, when one of the attendees at our 
Luncheon/Craft Show in October 2012, had her own home 
show, we received 5% of the sales at her show, which was 
$340.00. At the 2013 AGM/Luncheon, with only 3 or 4 
people participating, we received $40.00. District 23 held 
a gold fundraiser at their AGM/Luncheon on May 30, 2013 
and we received 5% of their sales which was $110.00. 
 

Because of these 5 gold sale events - with District 24 only 
holding 3 of them - District 24’s total donation to the 

RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation is $2325.00. 
 

District 24 is very happy to donate this amount to the 
Foundation and would like to thank all of the participants 
as well as District 23 for hosting their own Charitable 
Foundation fundraiser and Jennifer McBride, the Gold 
Refinery representative, who assisted all of us in making 
this sizeable donation possible. 
 

If you would like more information or details of how this 
fundraiser works, please call or email me.  24 

~ Marilyn Hodge 

Goodwill (Cards) 

 
 
 

IINN  MMEEMMOORRIIAAMM  
 

In understanding that each life is a 
miracle that changes the world, 

we remember and honour the lives of 
our departed colleagues and friends. 

 
 

Joyce A. Anderson  Evelyn M. McDermott 
Henry Gordon Barnes  W. Bruce Mason 
Catherine Blackburn  Joyce E. Nadolski 
Mary Brown   Ruth R. Phillimore 
Earl A. Christy   Charles K. Plumb 
Audrey E. Coulson  Donald Rickard 
John G. Frame   Mary M Sherbowich-Clark 
Joan M. Harris   G. Elwood Sparrow 
Ronald Hughes   Andrew Tschatalinac 
John R. Larke   David Tumber 
Eric Larmour   Doris E. Watson 
Ursula Lecours                      ~ to 31.5.13  
 
 

mailto:mjhodge@sympatico.ca
mailto:JennMcBride@gogoldrefinery.com
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9th HEALTH SEMINAR 
 
 

RTO District 24 is excited to announce another Health 
Seminar, presented by Barbara Burnett, BScN, Executive 
Director of Seniors for SeniorsTM. 

The Good, the Bad and  
the Ugly of Health Care  

in Ontario 
 

Thursday, October 10, 2013 
10:00AM — 11:30AM 

Agincourt Community Centre 
 
Barbara will give us an engaging presentation for Boomers 
and Junior Seniors (70 is the new 50!) to learn how to 
navigate the provincial health care system. 
 

Light refreshments will be available at 
9:30AM, allowing you time to meet and 
socialize with colleagues old and new.  
 

This seminar is provided to you at  
no cost and is limited to 80 participants.  
 

To reserve a seat you must pre-register, preferably by     
e-mail, to: m.tregwin@rogers.com;  OR  by leaving a 
phone message for Marilyn at 416.493.3757 clearly stating 
your name and phone number.  
For e-mails please use the subject: RTO - Health Seminar.  

Note:  Messages without this subject will not be opened. 

WHERE DO I FIND T HE AGINCOURT COMMUNITY CENTRE  

The Centre is located on Glen Watford Drive,  
which runs north of Sheppard, east of Midland Avenue.  
There is plenty of parking and elevator access to the 
upstairs meeting room. 

Marilyn Tregwin 

District Health Rep 
 

 

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:  May we suggest you sign up 
to receive our newsletter and our 'monthly' E-NEWS 
on-line? Details for both will be found on page 6. 

 

WELCOME TO DISTRICT 24 ! 
 

To all our new members, we offer you a warm 
welcome! Whether you are a new 
retiree or have moved here from another 
district, we hope that you find 
District 24 ~ Scarborough and East York a 
comfortable and happy fit.  
 

Our District motto is:  
"Where Old and New Friends Meet".  
We count you among our friends. 

 
 

 

 Joan C. Appleby   Mario Misasi 
 Francis Bar    Roopnaraine Misir 
 Muriel Barnes   Mahnaz Jacqueline 
 Miriam Bassin        Mollaret 
 Gordon Bibby  Donna K. Moore 
 Kathryn Brownell   Aida Moussa 
 Dale Burnett   Fred Obedkoff 
 Mike Cafferata   Diane O'Connor 
 Aila Carr    S. Romana Owens 
 Suzanne Cecchini   Harold Padbury 
 Ann Christie    Angela Paglialunga 
 Sandra Correa    Mervyn Passel 
 Sandra Dubecky   Eleanor Philips 
 Walter Dudar   Elizabeth Polihronidis 
 Christina Dusanowskyj  Marianne Psica 
 William Ellis    Pauline Quinlan 
 Sharon Faulhaber   Heather Randle 
 Elizabeth Gabbott   Glenna Richardson 
 Isabella Garrigan   Marguerite J. Rickard 
 Joan E. Gracey     Barbara Russell 
 William Haechnel   Tina Samartzis 
 Brian Hern    Lynn Sampson 
 J. Joseph Hogan   Pathmarani   
 Nomvuyo Hyman       Sivakumaran 
 Paul Kizoff    Pamela Steinhouse 
 Janet Koidis    Mahrukh (Micky) Tabak 
 Julia Larke    Wendi Tobias 
 Patricia E. Larmour   Maria Vatalaro 
 Hazel Lobo    Jennifer Walsh 
 Maria Lucassen     Ken Whittaker 
 Pauline MacDonald   Marjorie Weir 
 Sandra McFee   Alan Wilson 
 Olga McKay                       ~ to 31.5.13 
 

 

As of June 1, 2013 District 24 had 2652 members!! 

mailto:m.tregwin@rogers.com
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PENSION & RETIREMENT CONCERNS 
 
As Chair of the Pensions and Retirement Concerns 
Committee for District 24 I receive updates from the 
Provincial Office. I would like to take this opportunity to 
share a few with you in this issue of BEYOND THE BLACKBOARD. 
 

PENSION CONCERNS 
  

The committee attended the 
annual OTF Pension Forum. The 
topic this year concerned Defined 
Benefit Pension Plans. The 
speakers included Ken Georgetti 
(Canadian Labour Congress), Jim 
Stanford, Chief Economist CAE), 

Allan Shapira, Actuary with Aon Hewitt), Bill Robson, 
Actuary C.D Howe Institute, Hugh Mackenzie (OTPP and 
OPB Boards), Sheila Vanderberk (OMERS Board), and John 
Crocker (former HOOP CEO). 
  

All but Bill Robson made very strong cases for the position 
that Defined Benefit Pension Plans, particularly as 
represented by OTPP, OMERS, HOOP and OPB, are 
necessary, viable and affordable in the long run. 
  

Here are five statements that summarize what we heard: 
  

 Large, well managed pension funds cost significantly 
less to operate than do most mutual funds. The OTPP 
operates at a 0.25% management cost. This compares 
very favourably with many funds that charge 1.2%. 

 Successful Defined Benefit Plans have some degree of 
flexibility built into their structure. The OTPP meets 
this criterion. 

 Well-managed Defined Benefit funds, despite the 
recent temporary shortfalls, are affordable and viable 
in the long run. As inflation and interest rates rise, the 
shortfalls will generally reduce or disappear. This 
applies to the OTPP. 

 The best thing that could happen for all workers and 
retirees receiving pensions is to raise the CPP 
contributions and subsequent pay-outs of the CPP. 

 There is an ideological opposition to Defined Benefit 
Plans which is not based upon the viability of the plans, 
but rather an apparent unwillingness to make employer 
contributions into the plans. 

  

The committee and the Provincial Executive then attended 
the OTPP Annual Meeting. You will have already received 
your copy of the OTPP report but there are a few points 
worth highlighting. The OTPP has been rated by external 
organizations as the best pension plan in its category and 
the best in the world for financial gains and client service. 
This was the aim of the plan and it has been achieved. 
  

The plan is in solid financial shape. OTF is satisfied with 
the results of the recent valuation of the plan and all 
expect 2 to 3 years of stability. 
  

Jim Leech, CEO of OTPP will be retiring in eight months. 
He has been a worthy successor to Claude Lamoreux and 
our plan has flourished under his leadership. Finally, the 

OTPP has opened a branch office in Hong Kong. This will 
allow the plan to carefully expand its holdings in the 
Orient. 
 

FACT SHEETS 
  

As part of the regular three year cycle, the committee 
reviewed and made changes to several Fact Sheets. They 
include:  

 E-8: Funeral Pre-Planning  

 E-9: Executor's Checklist  

 G-1: Applying for a Survivor Pension  

 G-2: Associate Membership in RTO/ERO 

 G-3: Canada Pension Plan 

 G-4: Health Insurance  

 G-5: Planning Your Legal and Financial Affairs 

 H-3: Important Documents  

 H-8: Pre-Death Planning 
 

The revised sheets will be posted on the website in the 
near future. After our next meeting we expect to post 
information concerning Falls by Seniors, Accessible 
Housing, and Home Improvement Tax Credits. 
  

The committee reviewed the issue concerning the need for 
Canadians driving in Florida to hold an International 
Driving Permit. This issue has been resolved by the Florida 
State Legislature to the extent that it does not affect 
drivers holding Ontario licenses. Johnson Insurance quickly 
announced its policy holders would be covered while 
driving in Florida. 
  

The CPP Investment Plan projects a stable 4% ROI (Return 
on Investment) for the next 75 years. This means that the 
CPP is in good financial shape for the future. 
  

By the end of the next meeting the committee expects to 
post templates for districts to use in planning 
heath/wellness fairs. 
 

PENSION TENSION… 
THE EVOLUTION OF OUR PENSION! 

 

Recently, in the press, there 
has been a lot of 
controversy by many in 
business, and one particular 
political party about the 
Pension situation. These 

groups demand that all pension funds move to a DEFINED 

CONTRIBUTION (DC) Plan (giving all the risk to the 
pensioner), rather than a DEFINED BENEFIT (DB) Plan (shared 
risk) like ours. This article is to explain the background to 
this controversy, and the solutions proposed for OTPP.  
 

DB plans are between 40-50% more efficient to grow in 
wealth. Nearly all CEO's, executives, and government 
leaders have DB plans, just like ours! OTPP feels that the 
rest of our society needs to come up to our level, and not 
drag us down to a lower level of benefits. 
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Firstly, the OTPP is in GREAT SHAPE… better than nearly 
all others in the world. Do not worry — those who have 
already retired, by law, cannot have their pension 
changed. Active teachers who have paid for a benefit for 
part of their careers are offered the same protection. This  
situation could change if another government were to 
rescind this protection offered under the Ontario Pension 
Benefits Act. 
 
THE SITUATION 
 
Our Pension fund is capitalized at 
97%. This means that there is an 
actuarial shortfall of 3% right now. In 
other words, the projected needs by 
2083 are expected to be $176 billion. But at today's 
situation they expect only $171 billion to be there. That is 
very minor — however, it has to be addressed before it 
gets out of hand. (The 2012 funding valuation used a 
discount rate of 3.1%, which is very conservative.) Right 
now OTPP has $130 billion. 
 

However, more money is going out each year for pensions 
than coming in from contributions. To make up this small 
projected difference, there are three alternatives that      
I will address: 
 Investments must be higher 
 More money must come in 
 Less money must go out 

Where has the money for our Pension come from? Do not 
let critics claim the government is the sole contributor… 
Far from it! 
 

SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR OUR PENSION FUND: 
 

 11% from Member contributions 
 12% from Employers' (government) contributions 
 77% from OUR Investments (43% Benchmark ; 34% 

Active Management) 
 

WHY HAS THE SITUATION DEVELOPED? 
 

1. Longer life expectancy. For a retired teacher it is now 
female: 90.5; male: 88. It's 2.5 years longer for each 10 
years since 1950! 

2. Low retirement age (59 now) and retirement is now 
longer than teaching careers (1970: 20 vs 28) (2012: 31 
vs 26)… teachers are not teaching as long. 

3. Very low interest rates for our investments — if interest 
rates were 2% higher now, this discussion would be 
moot). For example: the assets required for a $40,000 
pension vs real interest rate: 
 at 1.0% - it is $985,000    at 5.0% - it is only $580,000 

4. Stock Market uncertainty. There have been large, well- 
documented, fluctuations recently. 

5. A maturing pension plan – the aging clientele means 
more dollars are in conservative, low-yielding 
investments. 

6. Proportion of active to retired members (i.e. - the 
members putting in dollars) has radically changed… 
1970 - 10:1;  1990 - 4:1;  2012 - 1.5:1;  2020 - 1.3:1 

OTHER PROBLEMS 
 

Intergenerational equality… (same level of benefits for the 
same costs) This is hard to achieve. There are many 
arguments here, most of which tend to inflame one group 
or the other. We have an evolving plan that must change 
to meet the existing conditions - e.g. - those who retired 
before 1960 do not have any inflation protections. How 
can we solve this fairly and sustainably?  Philosophy: Each 
generation must pay for its own pension, in its own way. 
 

SOLUTIONS FOR SUSTAINABILITY 
 

 Members to pay more? They're already at 12%, but will  
move to 13.1% (legal maximum is 15%). 

 Government to pay more? The government has its own 
financial problems but will move to 13.1% although this 
percentage could be cut by future governments. 

 Better investment returns? Teachers has the best long-
term returns anywhere – 13% for 2012, but attempts 
will be made to improve this. 

 Lower benefits? No one wants this, but shared risk is 
the only option to maintain a Defined Benefit Plan.  
Inflation protection was chosen as it was the easiest 
one to adjust on an on-going basis. 

 Other? There is to be a detailed consultation with 
active teachers to examine any other changes that 
could be implemented if the funding shortfall 
continues. For example, a return to the 90 factor would 
"save" $4 billion. 

 

INFLATION PROTECTION SOLUTION: 
 

 Pre-2010 retirement: will always get 
100% of inflation 

 2010 to 2013: will get 50-100% of 
inflation depending on fund 

 2013+: will get 0-100% of inflation, 
depending on the fund's status 

 

For a detailed outline of this, go to the 
OTPP website Funding News: 
http://www.otpp.com/110 then find the 
link for "Funding Update for 
Teachers/Funding Update for Pensioners" 
These will also give a long term scenario 
of the affect on pensions.  24 

~ Don Farquharson 

Provincial Pension and Retirement Concerns Committee  

~Terry Smith, D24 Pension and Retirement Committee Chair 

 
 Cartoonist found dead in home. Details are sketchy. 

 Earthquake in Ottawa. Obviously government's fault. 

 I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest. 

 You're never too old to learn something stupid. 

 Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 

 Energizer bunny arrested. Charged with battery. 

 Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down. 

http://www.otpp.com/110
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IN THIS ISSUE OUR 
SPOTLIGHT IS ON: 

 

 

 

 

 

WENDY HOOKER 
SECRETARY 

 
 
Wendy Hooker became District 24's Acting Secretary in the 
Spring of 2013. At our AGM on May 23, Wendy was voted in 
as our permanent Secretary.  
 

She is honoured to have taught for 41 years, retiring in 
July, 2012 from TCDSB as VP at Neil McNeil H.S.  A tall 
lady, Wendy met her husband Alan Burt, a 6' 8" lad, at 
Toronto Towers Tall Club. They have 2 daughters: Kendra, 
30, and Whytney, 27, and 5 year old grandson, Graysen. 
You'll often see them walking their dogs Max and Gryph, 
followed by Melo the cat, by the Scarborough Bluffs. 
 

Wendy started her career at Uxbridge 
Secondary H.S. teaching Grade 9 to 13 
Art and English. She was involved in 
Friday night skiing, the art club and 
the canoe group. She continued taking 
evening and summer courses at York 
University and during March break, she would travel with 
her students to Greece and Mexico, and with friends to 
Europe and the East coast in August.  
 

After four formative years, Wendy transferred to MSSB, 
now TCDSB, and taught at Cardinal Newman C.S.S. 
teaching Fashion Arts, Remedial Studies, English and Art 
and eventually became the Arts Department Head. She 
coached swimming, badminton and cross country. 
Concurrently she taught Saturday Morning Enrichment 
classes for Grade 4 to 10 students for 13 years at Cardinal 
Carter, Elizabeth Seaton, Maria Goretti, Newman, and 
Precious Blood as well as Ministry correspondence classes, 
and night school and summer school. She was fortunate to 
also work with the communities: Loretto Abbey, Loretto 
College, St. Mary's, St. Joseph Morrow Park, Blessed 
Mother Theresa, St. Patrick and Neil McNeil.  

 

 
 
 
 

Wendy was active in OECTA, Ontario Society for Art 
Educators, Catholic Art Teachers Association, WEAO and 
CPCO. She earned her M. Sc. in Arts Ed., Principal's and 
S.O. certification. Her passion has been developing 
student leadership. Working with colleagues, she took St. 
Mary's students to work in Mexican missions during the 

2004 March break, TCDSB students to Tanzania the 
summer of 2004 and to Kenya the summer of 2006 where 
they taught, built a school and completed diverse service. 
She and her Neil McNeil team were awarded a TCDSB 
Exemplary Practice Award and Ministry recognition for 
their Freshmen Forty initiative of enabling Grade 9 
students to complete their forty hours of volunteer service 
and for inspiring Grade 10 to 12 students to accumulate 
exceptional volunteer experiences.  
 

For Wendy, "Teaching is the greatest profession, while 
learning is a lifetime passion." I'm humbled to work 
alongside such remarkable people. Currently Wendy is 
resuming her art focus in sculpture and painting and 
attempting to clear out the family rubbish in their home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~ grandson Graysen 
                                                ~ Wendy and her husband, Alan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 ~ teaching in Kenya…                                               24 

 
 

RTO/ERO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
 

WHAT ARE WE ATTEMPTING TO ACHIEVE?  
 

Our mission is to improve the quality of life for senior 
citizens. Our first goal is to raise $3 million to establish a 
Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the University of Toronto. 
Please help the Foundation achieve this important work by 
making a donation. Remember we are the first "geriatric 
generation" in the history of mankind (John Borst - D35).  
 

HOW TO DONATE: 
 

PHONE ALANNA: 
416.962.9463 ext. 245  OR  1.800.361.9888 ext. 245 
 

E-MAIL: 
ajones@rto-ero.org orfoundation@rto-ero.org 
 

MAIL: 
Donations payable to: RTO/ERO Foundation, 
300 – 18 Spadina Road, Toronto ON, M5R 2S7 
 

ONLINE: 
Visit www.ero-rto.org/rtoero-charitable-foundation 
 

~ Gary Fick, D24 RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation Chair 

 

"Teaching is the greatest profession…" 

mailto:ajones@rto-ero.org
mailto:foundation@rto-ero.org
http://www.ero-rto.org/rtoero-charitable-foundation
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PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES FOR 2013 
 

THIS IS OUR LINE-UP OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS FOR THE BALANCE OF THIS YEAR. 
OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON WILL BE FOUND ON PAGE 15. 

 

   CONTACT INFO FOR JUDY-ANNE TUMBER:   192 CAMPBELLTOWN ROAD,  OTONABEE-SOUTH MONAGHAN, ON    K9J 6X7    
PHONE: 1.705.295.1995    E-MAIL:  jatumber@nexicom.net 

   FOR KENNEDY COMMONS… PLEASE PARK YOUR VEHICLE IN THE AREA OF WHERE THE AMC THEATRES USED TO BE. LOOK FOR OUR 

COACH – IT'S USUALLY EMBLAZONED WITH EITHER MARY MORTON TOURS OR PACIFIC WESTERN. 
 

LLAADDYY  MMUUSSKKOOKKAA  BBOOAATT  TTOOUURR……  Wednesday, September 11, 2013 at Bracebridge  
  DEPART:  Kennedy Commons at 9:00AM ; RETURN:  6:00PM 

  COST:  $103.00 
PROGRAMME:  Enjoy a Luncheon Cruise aboard the Lady Muskoka with an entrée choice of salmon, chicken 
or steak. The Lady Muskoka is a 300 passenger cruise ship that offers you an incredible sightseeing 
opportunity: lush green shorelines, sparkling blue water and enchanting lakeshore homes and cottages. Be 
sure to bring your camera! 
ADDITIONAL EVENT:  Arrive at Maple Orchard Farms and spend time browsing the vast array of maple 
products, including maple candy, maple coffee, maple tea, maple-roasted almonds and much more. 
CONTACT:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER ~ contact information is above.  FACILITATOR:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER      

WAIVER ON OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON MUST BE SIGNED. READ THE WAIVER ON PAGE 15. 
DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2013 
 

TTHHRREEEE  MMUUSSKKEETTEEEERRSS……    Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at Stratford Festival – Festival Theatre 
DEPART:  Kennedy Commons at 9:15AM ; RETURN:  7:15PM 

COST:  $144.00 
PROGRAMME:  Vowing eternal comradeship - "All for one, one for all!" - the cadet D'Artagnan and his new 
friends Athos, Porthos and Aramis, members of the King's musketeers, risk their lives to protect Louis XIII 
from the machinations of the villainous Cardinal Richelieu and his accomplice Milady de Winter, a wily 
adventuress as dangerous as she is beautiful. 
LUNCH:  Buffet lunch at the Elmhurst Inn in Ingersoll. 
CONTACT:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER ~ contact information is above.  FACILITATOR:  MARILYN TREGWIN      

WAIVER ON OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON MUST BE SIGNED. READ THE WAIVER ON PAGE 15. 
DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2013 
 

GGOODDSSPPEELLLL……  Thursday, October 17, 2013 at St. Jacob's Country Playhouse 
DEPART:  Kennedy Commons at 8:30PM ; RETURN:  6:30PM 

COST:  $112.00 
PROGRAMME: Based on the Gospel according to St. Matthew, this contemporary retelling of the life of Jesus 
is a joyous celebration of life and love. This unforgettable production is at once humorous, dramatic, 
prophetic, and ultimately, deeply compelling. Godspell is the perfect production for those who love to 
hear the old timeless story — told in a fresh new way. 
LUNCH:  Benjamin Inn – make your choice there. 
ADDITIONAL EVENT:  Spend time at St. Jacobs Farmer's Market. Hundreds of food and craft vendors bring you 
Ontario's farm fresh produce, meat, cheese, baking and more. The main market building is a charming 
post and beam structure jam-packed with delectable foods on the first level. The second level is devoted 
to home decor and crafts.  
CONTACT:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER ~ contact information is above.  FACILITATOR:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER      

WAIVER ON OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON MUST BE SIGNED. READ THE WAIVER ON PAGE 15. 
DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013 
  

 

SOME REMINDERS… 
 

 INVITE YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY OR NEIGHBOURS TO JOIN YOU ON ANY OF OUR TRIPS. ALL ARE WELCOME. 

 WHEN YOU FILL OUT YOUR COUPON, PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK OFF YOUR FOOD CHOICE (WHERE APPLICABLE). 

 ALL CHEQUES ARE PAYABLE TO RTO DISTRICT 24.  PLEASE POST-DATE YOUR CHEQUE(S) TO THE DEADLINE OF THE ACTIVITY! 

 FOR BOOKKEEPING SANITY, YOU MUST INCLUDE A SEPARATE CHEQUE FOR EACH ACTIVITY YOU'VE INDICATED ON THE COUPON. 

 ALL CHEQUES AND COUPONS GO TO JUDY-ANNE TUMBER, NOT THE ACTIVITY'S FACILITATOR. JUDY-ANNE'S CONTACT INFO IS SHOWN AT THE 

TOP OF THIS PAGE, AND ON OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON ON PAGE 15.  (EXCEPTION: OUR FALL AND CHRISTMAS LUNCHEONS! SEE PAGE 14.) 

mailto:jatumber@nexicom.net
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FALL   LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN……  Thursday, October 24, 2013 at QSSIS   (Coupon below) 
COST:  $20.00 
LOCATION:  Q-SSIS at Kingston and Markham Roads (north-west corner) – there's plenty of parking! 
BAZAAR AND CRAFT SHOW:  HOORAY!!! Craft Sale… Once Again! We are looking forward to the return of 
crafters from last year's event and, hopefully, the addition of some new crafters who would like to sell 
their wares at our Fall Luncheon on October 24th. We look forward to some great shopping!  
CRAFTERS: If you have items – e.g. - craft, baking, preserving, jewellery, etc. (please no "White Elephant" 
items) that could inspire others to begin their birthday, Thanksgiving, Hallowe'en, Christmas or just 
personal indulgence shopping… then now is the time for you to sign up! (CRAFTERS - see page 16.)  
CRAFT SALE: Begins at 10:30AM and continues after lunch. 
BAR opens at 11:30 AM and LUNCH will be served at 12:15 PM 
CONTACT:  SUSAN WATSON ~ 416.698.3030  OR  e-mail at siwatson5@bell.net 

 Mail your cheque and coupon to: SUSAN WATSON, 18 SPRINGBANK AVE., SCARBOROUGH, ON   M1N 1G3   
NO WAIVER NEEDS TO BE SIGNED. 
NOTE: The Fall Luncheon has its own separate coupon. See below left. 

DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2013 
 

LES MISÉRABLES…  Thursday, November 13, 2013 at Princess of Wales Theatre 
DEPART:  Kennedy Commons at 10:30AM ; RETURN: approximately 5:30PM 

COST:  $154.00 
PROGRAMME:  This new production has been acclaimed by critics, fans and new audiences and is breaking 
box office records wherever it goes. The New York Times calls this production of Les Misérables "an 
unquestionably spectacular production from start to finish." The London Times hails the new show "a five-
star hit, astonishingly powerful" and the Star-Ledger says "a dynamically re-imagined hit. This Les 
Misérables has improved with age." Musical theatre fans can rejoice: Les Miz is born again!! 
LUNCH:  Hot House Café – make your own entrée choice there 
CONTACT:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER ~ contact information is on page 13. FACILITATOR:  JUDY-ANNE TUMBER      

WAIVER ON OUR "ALL-ON-ONE" COUPON MUST BE SIGNED. READ THE WAIVER ON PAGE 15. 
DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2013 

 

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN……  Wednesday, December 4, 2013 at Scarboro Golf & Country Club   
(Coupon below) 

  TTIIMMEE::  11:30 AM 

CCOOSSTT::  $$4477..0000 
CCOONNTTAACCTT::  MARILYN HODGE ~ 416.284.9984  OR  e-mail at mjhodge@sympatico.ca  

  Please send the coupon with your cheque as soon as you receive the newsletter as spaces fill up quickly.  

 Make your cheque payable to: RTO – DISTRICT 24 and send it and the coupon (below) with a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope to:  MARILYN HODGE, 48 LANGEVIN CRESCENT, SCARBOROUGH, ON   M1C 2B6 
OR, provide Marilyn with your e-mail address for an e-mail confirmation. 
Please call Marilyn anytime after the deadline to see if there are spots available. If there aren't any, you 
will be placed on her wait list. 
NO WAIVER NEEDS TO BE SIGNED. 
NOTE: The Christmas Luncheon has its own separate coupon. See below right. 

  DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2013 
 
 

 

 COUPON:   FALL LUNCHEON 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2013 

Cut out (or photocopy) this coupon and send it with your cheque. 
 

NAME (PRINT): …………………………………………………………………… 
 

PHONE #: ……………………………………………………………… 
 

SPOUSE/GUEST NAME (PRINT): ……………………………………… 
. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

E-MAIL: ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

# OF TICKETS:  ………  @ $20.00 EA = ……………………… 
         

 
 

 

 COUPON:   CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2013 
Cut out (or photocopy) this coupon and send it with your cheque. 

 

NAME (PRINT): …………………………………………………………………… 
 

PHONE #: ……………………………………………………………… 
 

SPOUSE/GUEST NAME (PRINT): ……………………………………… 
. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

E-MAIL: ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

# OF TICKETS:  ………  @ $47.00 EA = ………………………     

 

mailto:siwatson5@bell.net
mailto:mjhodge@sympatico.ca
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TTHHEE  WWAAIIVVEERR::    AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeenntt,,  WWaaiivveerr  aanndd  RReelleeaassee……        ~ Provincial Executive, January 2010 
  

The participant in (the "Event" - listed on the coupons in our Summer 2013 newsletter) acknowledges and agrees that 
RTO/ERO, including District 24, will not be responsible for any loss, injury or damage of any nature, including death, 
howsoever arising in connection with this trip/excursion/event. Participants in the Event are therefore hereby advised 
to carry their own insurance in connection therewith.  
 

By signing the activity coupon and in consideration of the participant's attendance at the Event, the participant hereby 
releases and forever discharges RTO/ERO, District 24, and their respective directors, officers, members, agents, 

employees and volunteers (collectively, the "Releasees") from any and all actions, causes of action, claims, and demands (collectively, 
the "Claims") from any loss, injury or damage of any nature, including death which has arisen or may arise from the participant's 
attendance at the Event, unless such loss, injury or damage has arisen as a result of the sole negligence of one or more of the Releasees.  
 

Any claims arising out of the participant's attendance at the event will be governed by the laws of Ontario, Canada, and the participant 
consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts in Ontario, Canada in any such action.  
 

 
 

FOR 2013, WE ARE CONTINUING TO OFFER OUR FRONT OF THE LINE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR DAY TRIPS.  
 

PLEASE CONTACT JUDY-ANNE BY E-MAIL AND LIST THE DAY TRIPS THAT YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND. YOUR PLACE WILL BE 
RESERVED FOR YOU. WHEN THE COUPON IS AVAILABLE, SEND IT, ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT, TO THE FACILITATOR. 

   

UPDATES TO OUR PROGRAMME LINE-UP APPEAR IN OUR MONTHLY E-MAIL UPDATE: E-NEWS. SEE PAGE 10 FOR DETAILS ON THIS 
SERVICE.   

   

JUDY-ANNE'S CONTACT INFO CAN BE FOUND BELOW IN THE ALL-ON-ONE COUPON.  
 

PLEASE…  DO NOT USE THIS SERVICE FOR OUR FALL OR CHRISTMAS LUNCHEONS! 
 
 

           

""AALLLL--OONN--OONNEE""  TTRRAAVVEELL  AANNDD  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN  RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  CCOOUUPPOONN  
  

 Use this coupon for ANY of the trips and activities listed below. Please print in BLOCK LETTERS.   
 Fill in the appropriate spaces for the activity (activities) in which you wish to participate, check your entrée  
   (where applicable), and mail this coupon along with your cheque(s) to:  
    JUDY-ANNE TUMBER, 192 CAMPBELLTOWN ROAD,  OTONABEE-SOUTH MONAGHAN, ON    K9J 6X7      1.705.295.1995 
 If you are selecting more than 1 activity, please send a separate cheque for each activity! 
 Cheques should be made payable to: RTO — DISTRICT 24.  DATE YOUR CHEQUE(S) WITH THE ACTIVITY'S DEADLINE DATE. 
   (The deadline date is shown in brackets after the activity.) 
 

NAME:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

PHONE NUMBER:  ……………………………………………………… E-MAIL:  ………………………………………………………………………………… 

(Include your e-mail address to receive an e-mail confirmation prior to your trip.  Otherwise you must include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.) 
 

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 

SPOUSE/GUEST NAME(S):  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

LLAADDYY  MMUUSSKKOOKKAA  BBOOAATT  TTOOUURR::   …… Tickets @ $103.00 EA =  ……………  (D: FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2013) 
 

TTHHRREEEE  MMUUSSKKEETTEEEERRSS::    …… Tickets @ $144.00 EA =  ……………  (D: FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2013) 
 

GGOODDSSPPEELLLL::     …… Tickets @ $112.00 EA =  ……………  (D: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013) 
 

LLEESS  MMIISSEERRAABBLLEESS::      …… Tickets @ $154.00  EA =  ……………  (D: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2013) 
 

 

I/WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I/WE HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE RTO/ERO WAIVER PRINTED AT THE TOP OF THIS PAGE. 
 

SIGNATURE(S): ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(all participants must sign!) 
 

 The Fall Luncheon and Christmas Luncheon have their own coupons on page 14. 
HM 11.6.13 
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COUPON FOR CHICAGO AND/OR ATHENS TRIP: 
 

NAME (PRINT):    
 

PHONE NUMBER:           E-MAIL:    
 

ADDRESS (PRINT):   
 

Chicago: (November 7-10, 2013)                       Athens & the Greek Islands: (April 24-May 3, 2014)                         
 

I/We acknowledge that I/We have read and understood the RTO/ERO Waiver printed on page 15 of District 24'sSummer 
2013 Newsletter. Please print your name and that of your spouse/guest (if applicable). Sign the coupon to indicate that 
you have read, and understood, that waiver. Each name that appears on the coupon with yours MUST also sign that they 
have read and understood this waiver. Your coupon and registration for the activity is NOT complete without the 
necessary signature(s). All participants must sign. 
 

Signature(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete the attached waiver document in block letters and remit for either or both of the trips listed. Fill in the 
appropriate spaces for the trip(s) in and mail this coupon to:  IRENE KARMAN, 14 LE MAY RD., TORONTO, ON  M4S 2X3 

 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER GOING "SCENT FREE".  
MANY OF OUR MEMBERS WHO ARE ALLERGIC OR SENSITIVE TO SCENTED PRODUCTS WILL APPRECIATE BEING ABLE TO 
 "BREATHE EASILY" ON THE COACH OR IN THE THEATRE. 

 
 

    BAZAAR AND CRAFT SHOW 
    at our Fall Luncheon… Thursday, October 24, 2013 

 

Vendor tables will be available for $25.00 each. 
Set-up starts at 9:30AM. Sale begins at 10:30AM. 

Sales will take place before and after our Fall Luncheon. 
 

To reserve a table, contact Carmela Gaudet at:  
carmelagaudet@rogers.com   OR   1.416.283.8151 

 

Please mail the Vendor Coupon (below) and cheque, payable to RTO - District 24, to:  
Carmela Gaudet, 43 Saddleback Court, Scarborough ON  M1B 2M3  

along with a brief description of what you will be selling.  
 

 
 

 VENDOR COUPON:   BAZAAR & CRAFT SHOW 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2013 

Cut out (or photocopy) this coupon and send it with your cheque. 
 

NAME: …………………………………………………………………… 
 

PHONE #: ……………………………………………………………… 
 

E-MAIL:  ……………………………………………………………… 
 

PLEASE INDICATE THE SALE ITEMS THAT YOU WILL BE BRINGING 

TO OUR BAZAAR:  ………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

SEND YOUR CHEQUE AND THIS COUPON TO:  CARMELA GAUDET, 
43 SADDLEBACK COURT, TORONTO, ON   M1B 2M3 

 

 

DOES THIS APPLY TO YOU?... 
 

 You're moving? 
 Your address information is incorrect? 

 

YOU NEED TO CONTACT 
 DIANNE VEZEAU AT RTO:  

 

IN WRITING: 
18 SPADINA ROAD, TORONTO, ON   M5R 2S7 

 

BY PHONE: 
416.962.9463  OR  1.800.361.9888  (EXT 223) 

 

BY E-MAIL: 
dvezeau @rto-ero.org 

 

 

Our thanks go to those members who remember to 
update their information with us!

    

mailto:carmelagaudet@rogers.com
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HAVE YOU SEEN THE WINDY CITY? 
CHICAGO - FALL 2013 

 

Travel to Chicago with Irene Karman and Explorica this fall!  
The Chicago Tour is a 4 day tour that departs November 7, 2013 and 
returns November 10, 2013! 
 

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES: 
 

 Roundtrip deluxe motor coach transportation 
 3 nights in Premium Accommodations (one of Hilton Chicago, 

Embassy Suites Chicago Downtown Lakefront, Palmer House) 
 Breakfast and Dinners included daily 
 Explore Michigan Avenue’s Magnificent Mile 
 Willis Tower (Sears Tower) 
 Lincoln Park Zoo & Observatory       Carolyn Lutgens, Manager  
 Wrigley Field          Carolyn's e-mail:  clutgens@explorica.ca 
 Adler Planetarium         E-mail Subject line: RTO - Chicago 
 The Navy Pier         Explorica  phone: 1.888.378.8845 ext. 227 
 Art Institute of Chicago        Explorica TICO Registration #50012536 
 Museum of Science & Industry        Family and friends are welcome! 
 Free Shopping Time         
 Luggage Tags, Porterage, Full Time services of a Tour Director 
 

PRICING: 
$1133.00  for double or twin occupancy *  * based on a minimum of 30-34 paying travellers 
$1238.00  for single occupancy * 
* REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  July  31, 2013!  

 

Join Irene Karman and 
DISCOVER ATHENS AND CRUISE THE GREEK ISLANDS 

 

INCLUDED: 
Round trip airfare; all transportation, sightseeing tours and site visits; all 
hotels, breakfast and dinner daily; full time multi-lingual tour director;  4 
day Aegean Cruise; 4 overnight stays in hotels. 
 

YOUR INVESTMENT: 
Total Tour Cost:  $3,900.00 
You may upgrade to a single room for hotel for $160.00 more. Single 
room upgrade does not include Cruise rooming. 

 
YOUR ITINERARY INCLUDES:   TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT: 
Athens      1. Go to www.explorica.ca/Karman-5239. 
Delphi      2. Click "Sign up now" and fill out the application. 
Mykonos     3. Click "Next" and fill out Emergency Contact Info. 
Kusadasi     4. Select optional Travel Protection. Click next. 
Patmos      5. Review rooming & travel plans. If you wish to make a change, click on 
Rhodes      "Change selections" and when everything is correct click "Accept selections". 
Crete          6. Choose a payment plan and click "Next". 
Santorini                                                      7.  Review and confirm your information. Click "Submit selection". 
Cape Sounion     
     

DEPARTURE AND RETURN:  April 24, 2014 - May 3, 2014 
* REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  August 30, 2013 
 

For any questions contact: Christina@cdomenic@explorica.ca  OR  call 1.800.378.8845 ext 217 
Explorica TICO Registration #50012536 

mailto:clutgens@explorica.ca
mailto:Christina@cdomenic@explorica.ca
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 24  
SCARBOROUGH AND EAST YORK  

Welcomes New Retirees 
to our 

CCHHAAMMPPAAGGNNEE  BBRRUUNNCCHH  
for retired teachers, support staff,  

principals and vice-principals 
 

Wednesday, September 18, 2013 
10 AM to 1 PM 

 

CATHEDRAL BLUFFS YACHT CLUB 
BLUFFERS PARK ACCESS ROAD   

 

SPACES ARE LIMITED! 
 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS RETIRING THIS YEAR? 
OR SOMEONE WHO HAS RETIRED, IS ELIGIBLE, BUT HAS NOT YET JOINED 

RTO/ERO? 
 

HAVE HIM/HER CONTACT ELAINE APRILE BY PHONE: 416.267.2670 OR 

BY E-MAIL:  elaineaprile@sympatico.ca  SO THAT HE/SHE WILL BE 

ABLE TO COME OUT AND ENJOY OUR BRUNCH.   
SUBJECT LINE:  RTO – CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH   
 

FOR THE RETIRÉE, OUR CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH IS COMPLIMENTARY!  
 

WHERE IS THE CATHEDRAL BLUFFS YACHT CLUB?    

COME TO THE FOOT OF BRIMLEY ROAD     

(TO THE LAKE - AT THE BASE OF THE BLUFFS)                  

AND FOLLOW OUR SIGNS.  
THERE WILL BE AN EXECUTIVE MEMBER  
ON THE GATE TO LET  THE RETIRÉES IN. 
 

* RSVP ELAINE APRILE BY AUGUST 16, 2013  
WITH YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BBRREEAASSTT  CCAANNCCEERR  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  GGRROOUUPP  MMEEEETTIINNGG  
 

The meetings are held the last Wednesday of every 
month, except December, at 7:30PM at the McCowan 
Retirement Residence, 2881 Eglinton Avenue East at 
McCowan Rd. in Scarborough. There is a bus stop at the 
corner of Eglinton Ave. and McCowan. Free parking is 
available on the south side of the building. 
  

Come and share with us your concerns, and gain courage 
and strength through mutual support of other women who 
have had breast cancer. 
  

For more information, please call: 
 Marilyn: 416.284.9984 
 Peggy: 416.269.7575 
 

 

 

GGOOLLDDEENN  YYEEAARRSS  GGRROOUUPP  FFOORR  TTHHEE  VVIISSUUAALLLLYY  IIMMPPAAIIRREEDD  
 

Meets monthly at the Birkdale Community  
Centre. 
For more information contact Elaine Aprile  
by phone at: 416.267.2670  OR   
by e-mail at: elaineaprile@sympatico.ca 
 

 

 

CCLLUUBB  4488  
  

Club 48 is an association of retired teachers  
who meet socially nine times a year from October  
to June, usually the afternoon of the second Wednesday of 
the month.  
For further information contact: Christine Newhouse at: 
416.924.5226. 
 

 

  

UUKKUULLEELLEE  KKIIDDSS  
 

Ukulele kids is a programme begun by Ken Jones and 
his wife Julia to provide ukulele lessons for kids. When 
they started up, they had to scrounge up the necessary 
musical instruments… and it has grown from there! In the 
last 3 years the couple have been able to put over 5000 
ukes into the hands of eager 
kids. The programme has been 
so successful that they are 
now looking for retired teachers 
with classroom experience. 
If this is something that would 
interest you, contact Ken at:   

416.722.9065 or 416.221.7017,       (Cliffwood P.S., North York) 

OR by e-mail at:  www.ukulelekids.ca 
 

 

 THIRD PARTY ITEMS ARE PRESENTED FOR INFORMATION ONLY. 
ENDORSEMENT IS NEITHER INTENDED NOR IMPLIED. 

 
 I changed my iPod name to Titanic. It's syncing now. 

 Velcro — what a rip off! 

 What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive 
vocabulary? A thesaurus. 

mailto:elaineaprile@sympatico.ca
mailto:elaineaprile@sympatico.ca
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DISTRICT 24 EXECUTIVE  2013-2014: 
 

TABLE OFFICERS: 
 

PAST PRESIDENT AND FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT:  
Donna Hubel  dhub@sympatico.ca   416.490.1861 

PRESIDENT:  
George Denny  havendayle@rogers.com  905.420.1435 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT AND SERVICE TO OTHERS: 
Peter Vanderyagt 2van7844@bell.net   416.284.7844 

SECRETARY:   
Wendy Hooker  wendyhooker@rogers.com  416.266.4682 

TREASURER: 
Bonnie Clarke  blblclarke@gmail.com   416.609.3635 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
 

ARCHIVIST: 
Jean Walcott   jeanwal@rogers.com   416.495.7252 
COMMUNICATIONS  (NEWSLETTER EDITOR): 
Hal McCullough  hal@powergate.ca   905.985.8760 

COMMUNICATIONS  (E-NEWS AND WEBMASTER): 
Annemarie McKee amckee.rto@gmail.com  416.282.4096 

GOLF CONVENER:  
Lothar Maier  lothar.maier@yahoo.ca  416.298.4996 

GOODWILL CARDS: 
Marilyn Hodge  mjhodge@sympatico.ca  416.284.9984 

GOODWILL PHONES: 
Lynne Horvath  lynneh@i-zoom.net   705.738.4557 

HEALTH: 
Marilyn Tregwin  m.tregwin@rogers.com  416.493.3757 

MEMBERSHIP AND RECRUITMENT: 
Les Coombs  lesonriviera@gmail.com  416.261.0568 

PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT CONCERNS: 
Terry Smith  chooch120@hotmail.com  416.438.0430 

POLITICAL ADVOCACY: 
Gloria Courtney  gcourt@rogers.com   416.291.1721 

PROGRAMME: 
Judy-Anne Tumber jatumber@nexicom.net         705.295.1995 

RTO/ERO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION: 
Gary Fick  gfick1@rogers.com   905.683.9676 

RWTO REP: 
Linda Jarvis  linjar@rogers.com     416.293.8689 

SOCIAL CONVENER: 
Susan Watson  siwatson5@bell.net   416.698.3030 

TRAVEL: DOMESTIC AND OVERSEAS: 
Irene Karman  ikarman@hotmail.com   416.483.0518 
 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: 
 

Elaine Aprile  elaineaprile@sympatico.ca  416.267.2670 
Bob Cook  bob.elainecook@sympatico.ca  416.267.0246 
Fernando Gonçalves fgoncal197@aol.com   416.497.2812 
Carolyn Lockett  cjflockett@gmail.com   647.260.2176 
Margaret Nicolson marg.nicolson@rogers.com  416.759.5560 
Pat Westcott  alicwest@rogers.com   416.269.1145 
 

EX-OFFICIO:  
 

Bill Sparks  wgasparks@sympatico.ca  416.293.7477   
 

Teachers plant seeds of knowledge that bloom forever. 

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  MMeeeettiinnggss  
 

All District 24 members are welcome 

to attend Executive Meetings.  
We'll be meeting on these Thursdays: 

  

SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 
NOVEMBER 7, 2013 

JANUARY 9, 2014 
MARCH 6, 2014 

MAY 1, 2014 
MAY 22, 2014 (AGM) 

JUNE 12, 2014 
 

Refreshments are from 9 to 9:30, with 
our meetings beginning at 9:30 AM and 
ending around 12 noon. 
 

We meet at the MCCOWAN RETIREMENT 
RESIDENCE on the southwest corner of 
Eglinton and McCowan. Go south on 
McCowan and turn right on Landmark 
Blvd. Go straight across to the McCowan 
Retirement Residence —the 2nd red brick 
building on your right. Parking is 
available, in designated areas, at the 
back of the building.  
 

NOTE:  Signing IN and OUT is a 
requirement of the residence! 
 

 

 

RRTTOO//EERROO  
  

Since 1968, The Retired Teachers of 
Ontario/les enseignantes et enseignants 
retraités de l'Ontario — commonly 
referred to as RTO/ERO — has been a 
full-service voluntary organization, 
providing a strong voice for retired 
teachers, principals, vice-principals, 
education support staff and college and 
university faculty. 
 

RTO/ERO is the best organizational 
friend you can have… dedicated to the 
needs of Ontario's retirees in the 
educational field, promoting and 
protecting your interests, particularly in 
the area of pensions, health care and 
insurance. 
 

RTO/ERO has maintained this 
unwavering commitment for over 40 
years. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

www.rto-ero.org   

 

 

mailto:2van7844@bell.net
mailto:wendyhooker@rogers.com
mailto:jeanwal@rogers.com
mailto:amckee.rto@gmail.com
mailto:gfick1@rogers.com
mailto:siwatson5@bell.net
http://ca-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.partner=rogers-acs&.rand=bkgtg5geshscd
http://ca-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.partner=rogers-acs&.rand=bkgtg5geshscd
mailto:alicwest@rogers.com
http://www.rto-ero.org/


 

DDAATTEESS    
TTOO  

RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  
 

EVERY TUESDAY BRIDGE CLUB (STARTING AT 12:30 PM)  
JULY 1  CANADA DAY 
SEPTEMBER 5 EXECUTIVE MEETING – EVERYONE WELCOME 
SEPTEMBER 10 16TH

 ANNUAL B4K GOLF TOURNAMENT 
SEPTEMBER 11 LADY MUSKOKA BOAT TOUR 
SEPTEMBER 18 CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH (FOR NEW RETIRÉES) 
OCTOBER 8 STRATFORD: 3 MUSKETEERS 
OCTOBER 10 HEALTH SEMINAR: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND… 
OCTOBER 17 ST. JACOBS: GODSPELL 
OCTOBER 21-23 FALL SENATE 
OCTOBER 24: QSSIS: FALL LUNCHEON 
OCTOBER 31: DEADLINE FOR FALL NEWSLETTER 
NOVEMBER 7: EXECUTIVE MEETING – EVERYONE WELCOME 
NOVEMBER 7-10: CHICAGO (4-DAY TOUR) 
NOVEMBER 13: PRINCESS OF WALES THEATRE: LES MISÉRABLES 
DECEMBER 1: FALL NEWSLETTER DELIVERY (APPROX.) 
DECEMBER 4: SG&CC: CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
2014: 
JANUARY 9: EXECUTIVE MEETING – EVERYONE WELCOME 
MARCH 6: EXECUTIVE MEETING – EVERYONE WELCOME 
APRIL 24-MAY 3: ATHENS & THE GREEK ISLANDS CRUISE 
 

1ST
 DAY OF THE MONTH: E-NEWS E-MAILED 

5TH
 LAST DAY OF THE MONTH:  DEADLINE FOR NEXT E-NEWS   

 

SEASONS CHANGE ON: SEPT 22; DEC 21; MAR 20; JUNE 21 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: ENDS NOV 3; BEGINS MAR 9, 2014 
 

 EXECUTIVE MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE MCCOWAN RETIREMENT 

RESIDENCE (FORMERLY KINGSWAY ARMS) ON SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 

MCCOWAN AND EGLINTON. REFRESHMENTS AT 9AM; OUR MEETING 

BEGINS AT 9:30AM. 
 

RTO/ERO: Here for you now… Here for your future 
   

DISTRICT 24: WHERE OLD AND NEW FRIENDS MEET. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

AAGGMM//SSPPRRIINNGG  LLUUNNCCHHEEOONN  
TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,,  MMAAYY  2233,,  22001133  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Leo Normandeau,                 Liz Gjerek, representing 

RTO/ERO Provincial                                   Harmony Printing 

President   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

~ photos by Wendy Hooker & Hal McCullough 

~ additional photos inside our newsletter and more on our website 

 

THE CONTENT OF THIS NEWSLETTER MAY OR MAY NOT REFLECT THE POSITION OF RTO/ERO DISTRICT 24 OR THE OFFICIAL POSITION OF RTO/ERO. 
OTHER RTO/ERO DISTRICTS ARE WELCOME TO USE ANY OF THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THIS NEWSLETTER PROVIDING APPROPRIATE ATTRIBUTION IS MADE REGARDING SOURCE. 

ARE YOU MOVING?  YOU NEED TO CONTACT DIANNE VEZEAU AT RTO.  PLEASE SEE PAGE 16 FOR HER CONTACT INFORMATION. 
 

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 24      PRINTED BY HARMONY PRINTING LTD., TORONTO, ON                         
C/O  HAL MCCULLOUGH                           
62 CHESTER CRES       
PORT PERRY, ON   L9L 1K8 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR FALL'S BEYOND THE BLACKBOARD IS: 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2013 
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INFORMATION ITEMS NOT INCLUDED  
IN THE HARD COPY OF  

OUR SUMMER NEWSLETTER 
 
 

PORTER AIRLINES… 
 

Due to our long-standing 
partnership with Merit Travel, 
we are pleased to announce 
that Merit has negotiated a 
15% discount with Porter 
Airlines for RTO/ERO 
members. 

 

Based at Billy Bishop Airport in Toronto, Porter Airlines is a 
regional airline that offers flights to destinations in 
Eastern Canada and the Eastern United States. The 
discount is currently in place for a two-year term until 
December 2014. 
 

The details are as follows: 
 

 RTO/ERO members must book their Porter flight 
through Merit Travel to receive the discount. 

 The discount is available on all three fare classes, 
including: Firm, Flexible and Freedom Class fares. 

 The discount is applied after taxes, realizing an even 
greater savings for members. 

 Porter Airlines will honour the 15% discount on almost 
all fares – including Sale Fares. Exception: members 
are NOT eligible for the 15% discount on fares that 
require a promotional code. 

 Most of the often-advertised 40% and 50% off Sale Fares 
do not require a promotional code, and are therefore 
eligible for the additional 15% savings for RTO/ERO 
members. 

 Members travelling on the discounted fare MUST carry 
their RTO/ERO membership card, and present it if 
asked, or they may be denied boarding. 

 Companions travelling with the RTO/ERO members are 
also eligible for the discount, but must be booked on 
the same flight, and appear on the same invoice as the 
member. 

 To book your discounted flight on Porter, call Merit 
Travel (toll-free) at 1.877.872.3826. 

 For more information about Porter Airlines, visit 
www.flyporter.com.  24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 RTO/ERO MEMBER RATES AT THE  
COURTYARD MARRIOTT… 
 

Our agreement with the Courtyard Marriott hotel in 
downtown Toronto has been 
renewed for 2013 to provide 
discounted rates for RTO/ERO 
members. The hotel is located at 
475 Yonge Street, one block north 
of College Avenue (College subway 
station).The Preferred Corporate 
rate applies to a standard 

guestroom, single/double occupancy. Any group bookings 
(10+) will be negotiated on a request basis. Rates are 
subject to 13% HST. 
 

2013 RATES: 
 

$135.00 - February, March, August  

$139.00 - April, July, November  

$149.00 - May, June  

$154.00 - September, October  

$125.00 - December    
 

NOTE: Rates are quoted in Canadian dollars per room, per 
night and are subject to applicable taxes. The rates are 
applicable only for individual travel, not groups. If 
necessary, please cancel any room reservation by 6PM on 

the day of arrival to avoid penalty.    
 

Please note that these rates are NOT available on the 
following 2013 dates: March 3-6, June 29-July 6, August 2-
3, September 5-14, and December 31. These dates are 
subject to changes without notice. 
    

One bedroom suites are available for an additional $50.00 
above the Preferred Corporate rate.  
The Prestige package is available for $30.00 above the 
Preferred Corporate rate and includes: one breakfast, 
local calls, robe and slippers, and upgraded personal care 

amenities in the guest rooms.    
 

All reservations can be made by calling the reservation 
office at 1.800.847.5075. You must mention that you are 
an RTO/ERO member when booking and provide some form 
of member identification upon arrival.  24 
 
 
 

 How come you never hear father-in-law jokes? 

 How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed light 
fixtures? 

 In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it 
was in summer when we complained about the heat? 

 If Wile E. Coyote had enough money to buy all that 
ACME crap, why didn't he just buy dinner? 

 Dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of 
captivity, they can train people to stand on the very 
edge of the pool and throw them fish. 

https://www.flyporter.com/Flight/Tickets?culture=en-CA
https://maps.google.ca/maps?q=475+Yonge+Street+toronto&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x882b34b4f5107a7f:0x53fb5e984fe5f4f2,475+Yonge+St,+Toronto,+ON+M4Y+1B4&gl=ca&ei=gJOzUPjwL5CFyQHe44CgCA&ved=0CE8Q8gEwAg
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AGEISM:  DISCRIMINATION AGAINST SENIORS  
 

By Norbert Boudreau, District 27, Ottawa-Carleton 
 

Are you sometimes ignored or treated 
as though you are invisible? Are you 
told directly or indirectly that as a 
senior you have nothing to contribute 
or even that you are deemed 
incompetent and cast as a burden on 
society? 

 

Ageism, a type of stereotyping, is a set of beliefs and 
prejudicial attitudes against a particular age group, 
especially the elderly. Unsubstantiated and incorrect 
generalizations about old age and the aging process based 
purely on the age of a person are wrong. It is an 
undeniable fact though that as we grow older we will need 
more medical care. 
 

RTO/ERO, with a membership of close to 70,000, has many 
retirees over the age of 80 who are still active and 
contributing members of society. The skills they have 
acquired and the knowledge they have amassed continue 
to be shared with others through volunteer work in the 
community. For many, age is just a number and there are 
many retirees who live life to the fullest. 
 

Fortunately, as I do, many retirees exercise both mind and 
body and physical exercise is a part of their daily routine. I 
daresay that some seniors are in better physical shape 
than many younger citizens. Much-needed volunteer work 
keeps retirees young and fit as well. 
 

Elderly persons have the same legitimate rights to 
government services as other citizens, especially health 
services. I am sure our senior seniors are offended when 
they hear that their legitimate complaints are often 
ignored and dismissed as an inevitable part of aging. 
We are living in an aging society, but that does not mean 
that seniors are less important and should be treated 
differently because of their age. It is true as well that our 
healthcare system must adapt to an aging population and 
that society must evolve to meet the needs of seniors. 
Many often laugh about "grumpy old men" who complain 
about anything and everything. Let me tell you that you do 
not have to be old to be grumpy. I get annoyed and 
grumpy when I hear people say that I and many of my 
senior colleagues are non-contributing members of our 
society. We are not a burden to society by virtue of our 
age! 
 

Policy makers must build an age-inclusive Canada, raise 
awareness about ageism, help our senior seniors live 
independently longer, and address the specific needs of an 
ageing population. Let us celebrate the ageless spirit of 
our seniors. Ageism in Canada, or anywhere, should not be 
tolerated. Learn more: 
 

CANADIAN NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION OF ELDER ABUSE: 
http://www.cnpea.ca/ageism.htm 
 

ONTARIO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: 
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/time-action-advancing-
human-rights-older-ontarians/ageism 
 

ONTARIO SENIORS' SECRETARIAT: 
http://www.seniors.gov.on.ca/en/elderabuse/index.php 
 

THE ONTARIO NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION OF ELDER ABUSE: 
http://www.onpea.org/  24 
 
 

A REQUEST FROM SECORD P.S. 
 

Secord Elementary School in the 
Danforth/Main St. area is in need 
of volunteers to work with grade 
1 students to help improve their 
reading skills. Many of our 
students do not have an adult 
who is able to listen to them read 

at home. Without that support they are having difficulty 
keeping up.  
     

We are looking for retired teachers who would be able to 
make a commitment of a morning, an hour or more, on a 
regular basis beginning in September. Your help would be 
appreciated.     
 

If you would be interested in taking part in such a 
programme, please contact either our Vice-Principal 
Anastasia Poulis; our Principal, Lisa Moser; or our Early 
Reading Co-ordinator, Denise Conway, at: 416.396.2450.  
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ALL RTO/ERO MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO 
SUBSCRIBE TO LIAISON ONLINE 
 

Liaison shares the latest Provincial Office news, member 
stories, and member-related information.  
 

Available in print and electronic format, Liaison is a great 
way to stay in touch with RTO/ERO. 
 

To sign up, send your name, District name/number 
(District 24: Scarborough and East York) and membership 
number (if applicable) to: liaison@rto-ero.org.  
 

Please send your comments, submissions, including photos, 
and suggestions to liaison@rto-ero.org.  24 
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